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PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER 


READER, 


Heſe papers penn'd 12, or 13. yeers fince, and 

\ #pon this occaſion. It was told me by one of the 
B Committec.::7hat they would net ſuffer any: 
wen to breath in-that County (where 1 then lived) unleſs 
be did take The Solemn League and Covenant, 

This awakened me to a ſenſe of my unſafe conditian;: 
and to a preſent care to provide againſt it,- 1 conſidered. 
that 1 could not comply with this Requiry, but I muſt be 
guilty of « foul Apoſtaly. from my own principles, and 
together with the intereſt of my Gracious Prince and dear 

ther-Church, I muſt betray the integrity and peace of 

mine own Conſcience. | 

.. On the other ſide, though. I knew it could be no preju- 

bce 19 4 good Cauſe 19 be flemt nnder aur ſufferings for 
A 3 ; 


ts, 


| T he Preface | | 
it, (aftcr the example of our great Muſter whowho wes 
led like a Shrepto the Slaughter, and a3'a-lamb dumb 
before the Shearer,ſo opened he not his mouth ) yer T 
concluded, that to ſhew a good Reaſon for my non ſubmiſ: 
ſion in this caſe, if it did not allay the rigonr of the Imyo- 
ſers of this Covenant, it would be a huze ſatisfattion to 
my ſelfe, and the boſome of my Relations, and might pro- 
bably conduce to the animation and ſettlement of ſuch as 
were like to come under the like fiery triall with my ſelfe. 
Hereupon 1 call'd to mind what I ha4 read by way of 
contradiction to impoſitions of this kind; And having 
then by me the Quere's of ſundry Divines of the Dio- 
cciſe of London and the parts adjacent, aud the Defen- | 
five Doubts and Reaſons of ſome of the Clergy of Che- | 
ſkire (drawn up by Mr. Ly of Budworth #vnching 
that Oath injoyned by the (then) late Synod &c. I re- 
ſolved preſently to review Them, and examine whether | | 
the very ſame oLjettions, which They had raiſed againſt : 
that Oath, might not with equall, if not more atvantage 
be made azainſt this Covenant. 1 had not trevaild far Þ| t 
with this defen, before I perceived clearly that it might || | 
be accompliſh'4 with facility and expedition. Thit ave | v 
me inconrazement ts addreſs my felfe unto the wirh | 6 
which was timely finiſhed, juſt as it lyes before thee, with- 
our any the teaſt additionor alteration.” ' oO OD: FC 
Raving thus twrned the point” of their weapons whim | « 
their own boſomes, I thourht my ſelf ſecare ; %o f cold. J h 
freno reaſon- in the world, but that ſach arguments ss 
would ſerve thiir Turn '#t- ane time might #naffevenrly in 


ſerve ours upon alike occaſion, oO, 
- Fe lengred ome friends, Yds whh 
exrncBnſe hf 


fefired to make ir pubtick,” Forbat p1 


C was 


+4 ſent is Mr, F.A, p Stationer in Worcoſter'; | But 
| while he delayed 14 get it printed, the Oxford Reaſons 
b. cane forth, which (in Conjunttion with ſome other E- 


t wergencies of providence) gave 4. ſeajonable check to 
ſ- the Prexbytcrians pariy, and put the Covenant 70 


J- ſilence. 

to Had theſe papers been pat forth in ſuch a jundtare of 
0- effaires, they would have been look'd upon as a thing 
4s born out of due time; and upon this conſideration they 
fe. were lefs 10 ſleep in the Stationers bands, where they 
of hate lain ever ſince, and were awakened upon this 
nz occaſion. 

'Q- | Beeing in London, 7 found that the Covenant, 
n- which had many yeares ago been laid afide, (as an Alma- 
c- nack ous of date) by ſome of the firſt contrivers, was now 


" revived, and began to be pleadedtotery evill purpoſes, 
S and thrown, 4s a tumbling block, before Them, who had 


ber lately expreſt ſome forward inclinations to return into 
uſt. } the wayes of peace. 
age All 1bis while, 1 obſerved little, or no notice taken of | 


fer | thiſermrany irrefragable Arguments, which have been 
ht | produced againſt it, nor much care vſed to. inculcate 
woe them, in order to the counterminiag of the inſinuations 
vb | of thoſe deccitfull workers upon ſuch looſe grounds. 
th- whereupen 1 endeavonred to retreve theſe papers; and 
"> | (the party being dead, into whoſe hands they were at firſt 
youw | committed) Iwrote 4 note toone, whem 1 thought moſt 
mid, | likely to give an account of them. 
54s Having made ſome ſearch after them, they came at laſt 
wrly | into his hands, and within a fiw dayes ne returnd them 
wi Jiome, with the Approbation of that pious andlearned 
Oe | Perſon, Mr. E. Simmons, t8 whom, it ſeems he had 
fer [| dliveredithem to bepernſed, When 


: 6 ” y 1c 4 Cc 


When I badrectived them, I was ery deſirous tobe 


atisfied, by a better judgment, whether they might be 
061084 in any Aa oy to abate the pac Av 
diſcountenance the pretenſions of thoſe men, whom, 1! 
ſupp:ſed,to ſtand to ſtifily apon the legality and tye of 
ingagement. 

To this end I ſubmitted them to the examination of « 
very worthy and learned friend, upon whoſe incourage- 
me ut they are now ſent forth into the light, 

If the iniquity of thoſe times (wherein they were writ- 
ten) have prevailed with me, to let fall any thing contra- 
ry tothe judgment of my lawfull Superiours,or any thin 
that ſeems to intrench, in-any particular upon the Church 
of England by law eſtabliſhed, I do heartily retract it, 


And for ſuch of the Clergy, as have been Promoters 


of this Covenant, 1 do moſt earneſtly beſeech them, ta 
reflect upon their former Principles, Oathes, and Sub- 
ſcriptions, that remembring from whence they are fal- 
len, They may, without any more procraſtination, 14 
themſelves to do their fiiſt workes ; leaſt otherwiſe they 
wveri fy that ſad obſervation of 4 very Reverend Perſon, 
(hereafter mentioned.) That They (who had ingaged 
themſelves in that League) had covenanted againſt Re- 
pentance. Remember whence fallen; and repent, end as 
firft workes , leſt otherwiſe &c. 


ERRAT A. 


Pag, 6.1. 30. r, Aſhvury, P. xo I. 12+ after, (prayer, ) r. (eſpecially 
thoſe Homilics again ' Rebellion) which p. 18. 1, 8, r. which p, 22-1 12+ 
r O-lg:r,p. 25.1. 18. r. Com regnabants and L, 3 t-r. His, p.30. 1.18. to 
Contitived ; and by, p. 32.1. 12. r. Lord, and 1. 21.r. Pr.cedents, p- 37+ 
{.9.r. bea,P. 51. {. 2. blot ouc (oaly] pe $3+ 1- It+ r. Cannot, P. $7+ 
1. 6. decree, 


oy m.spo mt ny ard li;crall faults areri{erred to theingenmity of the Res- 
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SOLEMN LEAGUE 
AND 


COVENANT 


Arraigned and condemned &Cc. 


MED His Covenant being ſealed with ſo proſound an impre+ 
Fs cation,v/z.4%* Thar we make it inthe preſence of Al. © At the 
| © mighry God, theſexrcher of all hearts, with a crue endofthe 


Cove- 


< intention to perform the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer 
" at that great Day, when the ſecreys of all hearrs ſhall be diC- 
cloſed, Before we do ſo ſolemnly engzge oi ſonles in 
pawn for the obſervation of it, ir cannor bur i reaſon be ſup- 
ecially {| poſed, that our judgments ſhould be cleerly convinced,and our 
2-1 12+ {| conſciences ſecurely acquieſce in a full affarance, that the con- 
1.18.5 Þ tents thereof are lawfull, expedient, and neceſſary. 

P-31* | The leaſt cauſe of hefiration ot ſcruple herein adminiftred, 
ſerverh for a ſufficient warrant to juſiifie a demurre in oar obe- 
ve Kes- If Gicnce, and the leaſt ambiguity (which myſt not crow'd into an 
a««b,) þ or obſcurity in any particular of requiry, (till anclou. * Lord. 
ded,) is a competent ground for ſuch an heſication; and there. Divines 
fe according to the ons of the Reverend —_ 5 of 


8 SOL * 


Þ Sec Mr. Aberdene © © We ought to judge of thoſe things weare to 
Ley'es De- « ſyyear to, With the tri pl px. re. of verity, 
_ « and to ponder duly, and to p:opound particularly and fally 
yn, p. x, £0 others (eſpecially co choſe who our Oath) to ſa- 
* «« risfy our conlciences thereanent, and to- anſwer all the 
«« Doubts, and Reaſons, which make us unwilling and affraid 
* togive our aflent thereto. fs 
" As we have the judgTent of thoſe Profeſſors, for our in- 
couragement, ſo have we likewiſe the concurrent pra&ice * of 
& ſundry of the Clergy of the Dioceſs of London, and parts ad- 
« jacent in their Queres touching the Oath in;oyned bythe 
Gxt Cans of the late Synod,'and of ſome: of the ableſt Divines 
of Cheſhire(Mr. Ley being choſen to dray pp their doubts to 
4 Inhis tharpurpoſe) d for a | mr 
- » onda Upon theſe grounds we take this preſent confidence, to let 
Gon ang the worldſee there are ſo many doubts emergent from thisCo- 
prefixr ro Venant, (if we exawine the contents of it by the principle; of 
that work, thoſe Divizes) that we cannot. With ſerene and calm boſomes 


ſubſcribertoitr, 


1. General Daubt. 


© Whether this Covenant may be takenin faith, without 
* which the caking of it is Sinne? Rom 14. 23: 


T he Reaſon. 


eMr. L'*y Becauſe (to uſe Mr, Ley'cs words) e It comprehendeth 
wp1 ſupr® «© (0 many things of ſeveral kinds (and diverſe of them un- 
P:3l. co known unto moſt of us) that though we be ready to be- 
© lieve, and receive ſome of them ſingle, our faith cannot fa- 
« dom them altogether ; and ſo we cannot ſwear without 
* Joubripg : and 1f doubtfull ſwearing be as dangerous as 
© doubtfulleating (as we conceive it 18, and ſo may fear we 
*« may be damned tor ic by the deom of the Apotile in the 
« fore-cited place ) we can neither wich confidence, nor ſafery 
« rake this Covenant, untill we be better reſolyed of the crue 
* meaning thereof ; The: he, ay 


G ; 
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pI VW I 


Our 


©. This Doubt is much improy* , if we confidet how ambigy- 


, 


ous the ſenſe of this Covenant 'is rendred by thoſe differences 

ad diſputes that have been- and are (till on foot rouching the 
conſtraKion of ir. Inſomuch that the Howſe of Commons in 

their Declaration of the 17 of Aprill 1646. thought ic requi- 

fre ro put in a timely Caveat on.that behalf, which is expreſt 

in theſe words, v.z., * And (we) do preſume, no interprera- 

«tion of it [the Covenant] (o far as it ſhall concern the King- 

« dom of Eng lard, ſhall by any be indeavoured to be impoſed 

« on ns, oth:r than we our ſelves do knoy to be ſnitable ro 

«the firſt jult ends for which ir was agreed ; and we doexpe& 

« that thz people of England ſhould not receive impreſſions of 

« any forced conſtruions ofthat Covenant ; f And yet rhe f The an- 
Kingdo:n of Scor/and (who are acknowledged to be united un- ſwer of 
to England, as one mtire body to proſecute this cauſe, and there- the Gom- 
fore Competent Judges of the ſenſe of that league by which $9'c.02. 
they Rand ſo wnired; (for if they do not conſent 1D the inter- payers of 
pretation and meaning of thoſe grounds and principles z upon 28. Ne- 
which, and of thoſe ends and in:entions for which it was fra. vember 
med and founded, how could they concurre and cooperare as 246+ ?+ 
me entire body in the proſecution of ir) tharKingdom ſeems dy The pa- 
their Commiſſioners to inforce the ſenſe of ſome paſſages ofir pers in an- 
to ſuch purpoſes as the Houſe of Commons will not allow of, Ferro che 


the Lords in the incerim reſerving their ſenſe, which hath ra- Yores of 


ther creared new Doubts in ns, than taken away or leſſened September 
the old ones. And though theſe differences in judgment be 16,;; © 
uall 


| ſouldered for the preſent, we have no faith in the 


duration of a Silver-Cement, and therefore we think it very 
fc chatall the Doubts and difficulties emergent from this Co» 
venart ſhould be reſoly'd and cleer'd by an expofirion made 
and agree'd upon by that extire Ps which did Originally in- 
troduce it, that ſuch as bave a mind to be wedling with change, 


may take.it wichout doubting, and ſecure the impoſers of their 
T6 iptentions to perform it in ſuch a ſenſe ag 18 required of 
ems: ' 


3 2. Gene- 


2. General Doubt. 
g Mr. Ly * Whether yp the taking this Covenant, be mt a taking rhe 
p-3- © Name of Godinvaiy, againſt che third Commandment? 


The Reaſon. 


Becauſe we conceive ir to be ſuperfluous and altogether 
uſelefe, in regard ſo many ſundry judgments are irgaped inir, 
and ſo many different ſenſes excogitared and impoſed upon ir, 
that ir cahnhot pur «*# end ro all frife If rhe Preſbyterian yore 
ohe ihrefprecation, ſuch, as they call ſndeprndants (in favour 
of rheir own parry ingrg:d in ir) may reſolve atiother ; inſo- 
much that their already n0:orious difterences have made it evi- 
dent, that wnkeſs the equivoration of rhe ſenſe be raken away 
by ſore aurhentike explication, no man. can be ſecnrerthat 
others,ander the Obligation of the ſame Covenant, will coh- 
cure ig opinion orpradtiſe with him, 


3. General Donbt. 


d Mr: 43> + * Whethet this Covenant hath not croſt the cheife epd, 
p-2]). © whereat the conttivers aimed ? 


T be Reaſon; 


Beranfle weconceive the prime end intended was the ſet- 
ling of wary ahd aviformity ih marters of Religion, for 3 more 
firm and everlaſting concord in the three res $ und 
how this Covenant hatb ſorted to this end, we appeal tothe 
General and ſad experience of the temper of theſe times ; 

reſpebed 


fince che Hire Governent was , (andby this Cove- 
wart a ed) all men (norwichſtandiog their gpm) 
uponthe pretended diſcoyery of ſome pews light, have _ 

| al ' 


pd, 


.« 


fiberty to advance their privace opinions, and (6ncerhe com- 
plaimrs ofthe weight of the Biſhops Zone: were made ſo loud) 
ace not grown (o muchin love with the yoaks of bondage, a8 t0 
thrult chemſelyes under the preſſure of the Preſdjter; ans fingers, 

If that be urged for the impoſition of this Covena:t,which is 
ſoppofed to be a reaſop, why rhey of Geneve had need of an 
Oarh, viz, becanſe the Diſc plins (then be introduced) was 


ſaid to br a new fangled Diſcipline of Calvin's deviſmeg, 6 and i Mr. Ley 


therefore had need of an Oath ro ſtrengthen their xew invenced P: 1142 


Government : We dare not rpon ſuch grounds ingage our 
ſelves in a Solemn Covenent, bur think ir ſafer roexpeR the 
;Nue of all ſuch new defgnes wirh parience, accotding to that 
ſound reſolution of Gamalbiel, AF. 5. 58,39. 

If it be ſaid, that in theſe times there is ſuch divifion and 
diftration amorg as, that there is need rofalienus rogerher 
by ſuch a ſacred bond, 


115+ 


« We think ir reaſonable, ro. reply (in Mr. Leys k words) * p- 6+ 


& That neither the want of ſach an Oath was thecauſe ofche 
« diftemper ofthe crimes, not that the urging bf itwill bez 
« Convenient care thereof ; bur rather the contrary : ligce 
« there 1s more agreement berwixr peace and love, which may 
« bet be preſerved, where offenſive things are nor urged; than 
© herwixt love zvd compulſion, eſpecially, if (as ofrhis Oach 
«r is conceived) it incroach upon the Conſcience, withour 
« any great need (as from them rhat require ir) or withour 
& ſufficient ro farisfy ſuch as ſhould receive ic. Thus 
Mr. Zey, and he goes on. 
« If (fayes he) we may judge by the operation (it hath 

« ſome perſons) it is like rather eo-exaſperare rhe diſeaſe r 

*« cure it. And we conceive the leſs need hereot (ſanh he) be- 
« canfſe as our Jeatned andreligious brethren of Aberdens have 
« gbſerved, there be other meanes more effeuall forhol- 
« ding out ofPopery, and effeQing® (not an hypocriticall and 


'ourfide, which is all that cap be wroughc by compulſion) 


« but (a Cordiall and thorow Reformation) in which we 
&© ought to confide more than in all the united forces of all the 
SbjeRts of this Land, to wir, diligent preaching and reach- 


© ing of the word, frequent prayer ro God, hnmbling of onr 
>. ſeives before him, and amendment of our Lives and Con- 
> B. 3 « yerſations, 


ar IS 


© verſations, and arming our ſelves again{t our adverſaries, by 
« diligent ſearching of the Scriptures, whereby we may in- 
©creaſe inthe knowledg of the truch, andin ability to defend 
E jr againſt rhe enemies of ir, | 
- © Thefehave been the cheife meanes to advance both the 
« DoArine of truth, and the Diſcipline of manners ; and they 
« ill be the beſt meanes to hold chem np Riill ; with them 
« th:rewill be no need, withour them none aide by Oathes 
« of this kind. Thus Mr, Ley againſt that Ozh, If thoſe 
were the only meanes then, why not now? Why ſo much 
ſeverity, and feircenefle in preſſing this Covenant 

Mr. Ley [cells us (ſpeaking co the buſineſs of that Oah) 

* though we doubt nor, bur diverſe,who have taken the Oath, 
«be yery learned, grave, and godly perſons, and have done ir 
« (as they conceive) with due conſideration and good Con- 
a rn ; yet it cannar be denyed, but many may be roo for- 
« ward to ſweare, withour any care'or uſe of either,eicher out 
« of hope to be held very heartily afteRed to thoſe who have 
« meanes to promote them (the hope whereof, as «Zneas 
&« $;lv;us obſerved, made more to adhere to the Pope, who 
« oave preferments, than to the Councell, who had none to 
« oive) Or out of fear of their disfavour, who have power to 
& Jay heavy preſſures upon them, Thus Mr, Ley. We would 

ladly know at whoſe diſpoſall all che preferments of the King- 
Yak have. beencheſe laſt yeeres, and whether Mr. Ley, ſince 
he. began to. traverſe thoſe Canons, hath not coine off like a 
ſkilfall Canoneer indeed, having by ſeverall peices of Ordinarce 
ſhot himſelfe from Budworth up into the Dignity of the Chaire 
amongſt the Aſſembleys, and into the profirs of that great Lis 
ving of «Aſbeny in Cheſhire? |. | R431 p bo 

« Our particular Doubts (to follow Mr. Ley's Method) ari- 

« fing from the pats of the Covenant, 


—— 
bm 


COVE- 


COVEXNAXT. 
Antiche. © 


« T"Hat wz ſhall lincerely, really, and conſtantly, throogh 
6 the grace of God, indeavour in our ſeveral places 
« and callings, the preſervation of the Reformed Religion 1n- 


| © che Church of Scotland, in Do&rine, Worſhip, Diſcipline, 
# « and Government, 


4. Doubt. 


# ©** What is meant by Diſcipline and Government, whe- ,, p. 14 


«ther the ſane thing or no? This we borrow from Mr, 


Ley. 


T he Reaſon, 


Becauſe in this Article there is expreſs mention made twiſe. 


of D;ſcipline and Government, and once. of. C burch-Govern- 
| ment alone, without the word D:ſciphne, and inthe Direttory 


for prayer betore Sermon, mention is made (in relation to 


8 Church-Officers) of D ſe/pline only without the word Govern» 
went, We muſt nor ſwear uncertainties, 


F . Doub \p 
* What is meant þy thoſe words in our ſeverall places and 
"callings ? 
The Reaſon... 


Becauſe according tothe Comman-Confru&ion of whe 
kords, we ſhould underftand. porhing. elſe bur that we ereto-- 


A Wa 4, a as . i —t—_ 
Ts SAX i | be 


endeavour in our ſeveral ravkes and ations, wherein were 
ſer in Church orCommon-wealth : Bur the Hoſe of Common; 
(in their anſiver to the Seots papers of Novemb. 28. 1646, p. 
20, 23, 24-) ſeem by our ſeverall places to underſtand a&i 
within the ſphere and preemis of our feverall Kingdomes rf? 
£3: pefltively,rhough this Article ſaith not reſpe@Fively but mutuel. 
»" 0, 4 by our vvcacion, ſuch a call, as is dwely gem we, (we 
ehink they mean) by the two Howes, or ſuch as are authorized 
by:hem ; and ſo we may tie our ſelves to endeavour in ſuch a 
way (if required by their cl!) as is no way ſuitable to or par- 
ticular profeſſions, ; | 


6: Doubt. 


©*Whether we may ſafely Covenant the preſervation ofthz 
c© reformed Religion in the Church of Scorſand &e, 


The Reaſon. 


Becauſe we do not know particularly what that Religion is, 
andow botrom'd, and ſo cannot ſweare in Judgment as is 


required, Ferem. 4. 2: 
7. Doubt. 


# « Whether the things here ſpecifyed be propounded to be 
#Mr. Lty &« allowed » in the ſame, orina different degree of aſſent and 


P* 43* approbation? 
T he Reaſon, 
p 


Becauſe there is no diflinRien of chem in theCovenant,but 

in Title and Order; and yer thete is - much _— = 

77 rween them (in reſpe& of approbation) layes Mr, Ley, 0 tar 
m——= hooking vs 9 neceſſary to Salvation ;; (1nd We 


may ſay as much of particular formes of worſhip) bow rhe por 


«©, 


he 


we had ro Church in Faglend or Ireland before, but 


4 © , 4 Rn; 4 > 
4 f > 


we give them (and thoſe in a forreignChurch too) "the higheſt 
# degree of ratification: when hitherto we were never required 
* ro give more than our ſubſcription cothem (no nor tothe 
doarine) formerly eftabliſhed m our own: If the Diſcipline 
and Worſhip we ate to covenant confiantly to maintain, be 
commended to us as of Divine right, and of equall authority 
with the Doftrine, and neceſſary to Salvation, we mult defire 
berter proofes, then have been produced hitherro,- thar we 
may be certain ir is ſo, before we can be drawn to r;vet it into 
ſuch an unalterable eſtabliſhment by the ſacred bond of a 
Covenant, ** and if the afſent be intended in a different degree, 


* how can we compoſe our Conſciences (ſaith Mr. Ley) pin p Ibid, 


* one and the {ame a of (wearing, to approve further of the 
* onethan of the other, the words of the Covenant ſounding 
« the ſame degree of aſſurance to them both ? If then we take 
© them togerher, we cannot find how we ſhould avoy their 
* approbation, in one joynt and indiſtin& aſſeverarion ; eſ- 
 pecially by Covenant. 


COVEX AX T. 


. - T He Reformation of Religion in the Kingdoms of Eng. 


« /znd and Ireland, in DoErine, Worſhip, Diſcipline 


* and Government, according to the word of God, andex- 


« ample of the be(i Reformed Churches, 


$. Doubt. 


© Why is it not ſaid, in the Churches of E£»glend and Tre- 
&* laxd, as well, as in the Church of Scotland « bur in the King- 


« doms &c. 
T he Reaſon. 


Becauſe it way infinnate an opinion inthe Contrivers, that 


were 


qInhis 4. 
and 5. 
Doubrs. 
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one, 


9. Doubt. 


« Why we do covenant a Reformation in DoArine ? 


T he Reaſon. 


Becauſe(to continueMr, Ley's 4langnage)thovgh we cannot 
alloy of chat conftru&ion which ** of late hath wrench them 
« from their ptopet Otthodox, and proteſtamr ſenſe, and right 
© men of equivocall Conſciences to Flay faſt and looſe with 
«hem ””* (and therefote defire the Homies may be inforced, 
and as well all the 7rft, as thoſe * of thz peril of Idolarry, 
« and of the time-and place of prayer, ® which in tegard of 
their fullneſs of expreſſion are not liable to ſuch miſinterpre- 
ration, yet) were noe ſatisfyed as to the xoint of Reforma- 
tion of th: Articles ef Religion, wherein- our DoFtrine is con» 
rained. Becauſe (as. the Lo:dow D: wines profeſs in their 3. 

ec) © We take all things neceſſary ro S:lyation to-beg 
«© contained in thoſe Articles, ap grounded on holy Scripwre, 
And Mr. Ley did tmd never a (lone of offence to flivg ar 
them, when he wrote his Danbrs, as appears, Pag. 13. and 
confeſſeth that © choſe Doarines, which ate to be received, 
** and believed of all, were eſtabliſhrt inthe Church. p. 49. yea 
© he thinkes it more reaftmnable tb require Geneva (it leit) to 
« receive ſome DoRtrines from ur, than we Diſcipline from 
«rhem. Page 12 3.** and all this he has ſaid ce this Parlia- 
ment, Now (belides the ſcandal of making alterations, where 
nd juſt g-ound is minilired) we hwe (by our proteFtat ions of 
May. 5. 1641.) © inthe preſence of Almighty God, promt- 
<« ſed, vowed and protel:ed, to. maintain and defend the true 
© Retor ned Proteitant Relig'on expreſſed in the DoArine of 
*rhe Church of E-gland; and neither for hope, fear, nor 
's qther reſpeR to relinquiſh this promiſe, vow, and protelta- 
« tion, wherein the whole Kirgdom Rands ingaged untill this 
©day, Thz (infull tnegleR, whereof, doth. (as we may july 

| &© fear) 


were now in hand, ($9 extirpation of Prelacy Kc.) to tre 


x" 
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the more to ler in all theſe cala- 
che eAſſembly in their 
lemn League and Co. 


« fear) open one floud-gate 
« micies upon the —_— +. Th 
exhorration to the + of the 


venant, 


, 
yp, © 


10. Doubt, © 


i . why we Covenant the Reformation of Worſhip, Diſci- 
7 * pline and Government? 


The Reaſon, 


Becauſe there is an Ordinance for the abolition of our wor. 
ſhip (which is contained in our Leiewrgy) and we Covenant (ini 
the Second article) the extirparion of the Goprrnment : now 
we can with no leſs indifcrerion nndertake the Reformation of 
that which is extirpeted and 4% oliſhed, then if a man ſhould un- 
dertake to heale one that hath his braines beaten onr, or prune 
a tree that is grubbzd up by the rootes; and the obligatton of 
an Oath would adde prolines, if nor ra A our folly, 
Abolition and ext;rpation may make way forthe introdett;o 
' of anew; butare no way at all to the Reformation of the old 

eſtabliſhc Worſhip, Diſc:pline and Govermwent. : 


COVEXAXT. 


| « & Ccording to the word of God; andexamples of the beft 
«© Reformed Churches, 


11. Doubt, 


« Whethertheſe rwo are, affociated, as one Common Rule 
«to regulate our whole Reformation by ? 


C 2 The 


7? Cap. 4- 


T he Reaſon. 


Becauſe we do not conceive them to be of equal authoticy 
and cherefore cannot entetrain them (48 they ſeem co be pro. 
pounded) in the ſame equipage for regulating our Reforma. 
tion in Dettrine &c. Neither can we expedice our ſelves of 
this d fficulty, reddendo ingals firgulis ; becauſe though the 
word of God alone be a ſufficient rule for th: Reformarion of 
Dottrine (when corrupt) yet example alone is not ſo ſufficient 
for the regulation of Diſcipline... And if that D:ſciplize (ro be 
introduced) be commended to us as of Divine right (as we per- 
ceive it is) we know not why the examples of Reformed 
Churchzs, ſhould ar all be propounded to us ; for if ir be not 


clee:ly proved to be ſuch out of the word of God, we ſhall ne- 


ver embrace «t for ſuch upon the credir of the beſt R:-formed 
Charches extant, We are told, that by no other than Sereptare- 
examples aud ſuch as are obligatory, matters of Religion be- 
come jure d vino, | Jus Divi, Regin, Ec.| r And therefore, 
if we mult go by example, we ſhould look a little higher up to 
the primitive, and Apofles times, and they that have done ſo 
are led into. a confident perſwafion, that the Cha ch of Eng- 
land, as it now ſtands eftabliſht_ by L-w, is the beſt of thz Re- 
formed ; ſo ferre (in th2 jadginen: of a very learned man, to 
which we cangot bur ſubſcribz) © that 3f I did not gueſs (ſanh 


2 Veus of © he) : of the ſenſe ofth2 Cavenam 'more by thr:te rper than 
the Dirc- words of the Covenanters, I ſhould think all men, that 


Rory c. 1 


SQ, 9, 


 & have covenanted ** to reform afrer the example ofthe beſt 
reformed Churches, © indiſpenſably obliged to conform.to 
*the King Edward, or Queen Elizabeth Engliſh Reformatt- 
'< onthe moſt regular perfeR pattern that Ewrope yieldeth.. 


COVENXNAXT: 


'«. fk Nd ſhall endeavour to bring the Churches of Godin 
« \EA< the three Kingdomes tothe neereliConjunRion and 
*Inmformity &'c. from whwce with reflcRion upon the for- 


« mer clauſe atiſeth thz 
J2, 


ad 


I. 


Iz, Doubt. 


| © Whether the Church of Scor/and be look't npon a8he 
* belt reformed, and whether we be obliged co conform 


,zcOlt ? 
T he Reaſon. 


Becauſe, if it be look*c upon as the moſt exad and perfe& 
form, why is there apy more debate? Why. is not that »eer- 
eſt conjunttion and ahein 7 eſtabliſhed, which is Covenan» 
red to be indeavoured ? If it be nor the beſt, why do we (in 
the great work of a generall. Reformation) Covenant to pre- 
ſerve and nor leave a liberty to reform that likewiſe ? And if 
we find a better example to Copy our, whether are we bound 
ro preſs Scotland to write after us > If ye be not, how cay we 
ſatisfy our Conſciences that we endeavour the neereft Conſun- 
fon, and uniform ty, as we are obliged ? If we be boundto 
preſs them to a further Reformation to bring them to an #i- 
forwity, how ſhall we perform our Covenant, to preſerve their 
Religion in Deftrine &C. a5 it now Rands Reformed ? . 


COVE X ANT. 


« T"Hat w2, and our Poſterity afrer us, may as brethren, live 
« infaith and fove, and the Lord may delight ro dwell im 


* the midi} of us.. 
13. Doubt. 


« Whether particular.Churches may not tive in fairhand 


. « loye, and the Lord delight ro dwell in the midi of them 
&«yyithout ſach a peer ConjunRion and-oniformity In the faid 
particulars ? 


C 3 The 


P» 3s, 


36s 


T he Reaſc on. 


Becauſe the words ſeem ro tmply they cannot ; and 
are very unwilling to give ſuch offence to other Proreftan! 
Churches, as to inyolve them wirhin that uncharicable impli. 
cation) that they neirter hold Communion with God, nor 
among themſelves, If rhis inference be nor intended, why 
is that propounded as the only end of rhat »eare# Conſmnltion 
and Kniformit j? 


COVENANT, 
2. Article, 


ce. F ria we ſhallin like manner, without reſpe& of perſons, 


« endeavour the extirpation of Popzry, Prelacy &e. 


14. Donbt. 


* What is meant by Popery ? 


The Reaſon. 


t 4.Douby Becauſe, (as Mr. Ley ſayes of the PopiſhDoBGrine,ſo.wemay 


ſay of Popery in generall) © Ir is not yer derermined, ip any 
* facisfaory way (at lealt nor ſo derermined that we may 
« ſweare to 1t) peſt is.co be efteemed Popery. 

If ic be objeRKed,: Ther the abjnration of Popery in the 
Covenant is generall, and ſo the fitter for ſach as are zealous 


Proveftanesed take i, 


# Tvid, p. Ms.) Le: ſhall anſwer for us: © Ir is true (ſaich he) If 


<< zeal without knowledge were ſufficient ; bur it is neceffary 
« they ſhould firſt know what Popery is, and what is not be- 
& fore they renownce it by ſwearing, And the ſwearing it 
k « without 


ay 
oy 
ay 


he 
Jus 


If 


ary 
be - 


$ 


LR. 


« wichour —__ hah made ſomero abjare all Epiſcopa- 


« cy as (aking (and therein miſtaking) ir (as we conceive) to 
« be no ocher than the Govermenc of Popery, and ſome have 
« concluded Popery vponthe Presbyrery, thus w Mr, Ley, 


And the ſame Author, in his ©* Sunday a Sabbach, ſaith, x x 1n the 
| « There is Siniſter zeal in ſome againſt Superſtition, which Preface, 


« proveth many rimes prejudictall to the practice of Religion z 
« For (as onr late learntd Sever4ign hath obſerved) under 
*colour of weeding out ſuperſtirion, it will pluck up by the 


1 *roors many 'plants of Paradiſe. ** We ſee ics a light marcer 


(in theſe dayes) for the Articles of the Avciexe Crendss to be. 


! charg'd with the guilt of Popery. 


% _—__ 


15. Donbt. 


©* Whether we may with a ſafe Conſcience Covenant the 
* exticpation of Pcelacie (that isCharch-Covernment. &s. 


The Reaſon. 


1: Bzcauſe (beſides u”; eſtabliſhment in this Realm by 
Magna Charta) the King hath taker a Solemn Q«thco pre- 


| ſerve it, and huhexpreft earnelt defires and Redfaſt reſolati-- 


SUIT A S%<E 


ons to do ſo, and in Order hereunto refaſerh to ſignthe Cove« 
art. *And ifthe plea of a tender Conſcience be of any force, . 


 furely his Majeſty may with a great deal more reaſon alledge 


that to jultify his refaſall; than bis Sabjetts can Covenant - 


1 (concrary to his expreſs command) and then preſs ſucha vo= 
7 laptary obligation againlt ir.. 


2. If the Reformation of Religion by force, and the ſub- 
jeAs reſuſtarce of manifeſt Opprefien and Tyramy tO recover 
and ſecure their undoubrted rights, and eitabliſhr Priviledges 
de ſo queliionable (az to very many godly and learned men 
Itis) omg ir mu{t n2edes be farce from ſafety (eſpecial 
ly where the lealt ſcruple is) t9 adventure upon a Covenant for 
the urter exad c 11:02, of ſo confiderable a piece of Government 
ſo anciently eſtabliſhed, and for the impoſition of a new one 
which (if obtained) (ſhoald paſs as an AR of Crace) by co-- 
acting. 
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aAing an unwilling ”rnce, who offers « chorowgh Reformation; 
And, as we conceive this a derogation to his Mejefties Ho. 
nour and Authonry (which we covenaxt in the third Article 
to defend) fo we cannot but think rhe teaching of any Prince 
(ſo urwilling to learn) the way ro violate his Oath in ſo:emi- 
nent a piece of Eſtabl:ſbment is a very dangerous precedent and 
rempration to hi” and his Poſterity (if ever God purs an ad- 
vantage into their bands) ro make the whole body of Magna 
Chayta a Holocauſt to their revenge and fury, 

3- This Dowbr is yet improved by a particular conſidera- 
rion of the Charch Officers to be extirpated ; For Mr. E:y and 


the London Piv:nes ( Quere thy $:h.) find not theſame reaſon- 


of nor conſenting to the alteration of Government by Deaxes 
and Arch- Deacons, as there is of not conſenting to alter that 
of Biſhops ; and ſo we may find greater reaſon to diſſent from 
Covenanting the eradication of the on2, than of the other, For 
3 Mr. 1!) Biſhops, Dr. Wllet y have acknowledged ſomewhat in their 


P- 67+ calling to be D vine and Apoſtol call; Monhieur Deodate Pro- 


feſlour of Geneva (it ſeemes) hath declared himſelf by an Epi- 
He pznn'd very much in eherr fayour g' and Sparhemins hah a 
very honourable e{teem of them, as appeares1nthe Epiſtle De. 
dicatory of his Dub. Evangel. to the mo pious andlearned 
APp- $0. Primate of Armagh, and Mr. Ley z #llowes them a meer 
incis P- and moderate imparity, and Calvin himſelf, a while he dif 
+ wh wh pures againſt the Tyranny of Popiſh Prelates, He ſayes, © Si 
a Inftir. vers eſſert Ep [copi, he world grant them, al.quid anthoritatir, 
lib. c. 10+ non quantum fibi poſtulant, ſed quantum ad politiam Etclefie 
Sec. 6, Fate or dinardam requ.r it fi, 
If that which is ſaid againſt the Divine ad Apoſtol call 
right of Ep ſcopacy, be ſo much, that 1f it ſerve not to induce a 
Ga8/ Gene deniall of thu high and holy claym may (as Mr. Ley bſaith) 
Pe 7 "9cafion ar lealt a doubting thereof, and conſequently make 
* jr iinlafe ro rake an Oath for irs eſtabliſhrent,” we wy 
on the other ſide with more reaſon conclude that © ſo muc 
© hathbzen ſaid for ir, that, if it ſerves nor to induce an aflu- 
&« rance that it is ſo, may make us forhear covenanting to abo- 
c In their «fiſh ir, as if we were de fide ** certain that *cis asthe Aﬀem- 
—_— bly of Divines repreſent it to us, viz. © c not only at beſt but 
wine of ©* a humane Con{tirution, bur a great hinderance alſo to the 
_—_ « perfe& reformation of Religian, yea, an enemy thereunto 


Bant. an 


&and deſtrvAive ro the power of Godlin:ſs hd ptire 4d-nini- 
« tration of che Ordinance of Chrilt, 

Whereas thoſe D:vmes inthe ſaidExhortation(penn'd as we 
conceive rather to ſhew cheir Rhetorick, chan give ſatisfation 
to tender Conſciences) ſay 4 «* har the extirpation of this d Eryling 


Ni- L 
nd ® government (tanding as yet, by the known Lawe: of this and Sce:- 
id. * Kingdom) is not only warrantable bur neceſſary, becatiſe £245 Co- 
C «the life and Sovl thereof (as they are pleaſcdro call it) is 9h God 


* already raked away;” (though we cannor find into what &:, 


as body that Soul hath made atranſmigration) we think it no 35. P« 34+ 


nd berter Argi1ment thin ro perſwade a man that hath loſt his 
on- Cloake to give away his Coate alſo. ** As tor thoſe who deſi. 
ves *reda torall abolition of this Government in the Raign of 
hs & Queen Eliz.abeth and King James (with whom the well af- 


« feed in theſe diyes do ſo much correſpond in opinion” we 
or leave then under the Judgment of the State thzn being. And 


er whereas ir is ſaid e(by way of anticipation of an obje&ion ari- e Ibid. 
o- JÞ fing fronthe © Oath of Canonical obedience) that they that 
Di- « have \worn Obedience to the Lawes of the Land are nor 
12 « thereby prohibired from endeavouring by all lawful meanes 
e. « the abolition of thoſe Lawes, when they prove inconvenienc 


ed « or miſchievous” We defire it may be conſidered. t. Thac 
et particular Lawes are not of ſach high conſequence, as the 
iſ- . #® whole eſtabliſht frame, and form of Chareh- Government Cove. 
$5 JY nanted at once to be demoliſhed. 2. The King is not parti- 
is,  Fcularly ſworn to maintain every individual Lay (as he is to 
fe | preferve this Government) but to govern by Law in general, 
| ſo far as no new Layes are to be impoſed, nor the old altered 
all IF without the conſent of the Subjz& (and we ſe no conſent, ei. 
>a {Þtherof King or thoſe that have a very conſiderable intereſt in 
h) # this Government, to the diſſolution of it.) 3. We find no 
ke YFPrecedent (among us) for the SubjeAs preingeging them- 
x ſelves by Covenant to take away ſuch Lawes; whether the 
| King would or no. And 4. we ſhall be very ready to enter 
u- FJinothis Covenant when we are convinced, that this Govern- 
O- | ment is ſo inconvenient and mwiſchievors, that it isnot capable 
N- YJofa Reformation. Laſtly, whereas it is ſaid that f ©© an Oath f (via, 
ut F*entred into, not warranted by the Lawes of God and the 
* F*Land, calls for repentance, nor pertinacy.”* We conceive ir 
is not applicable ro this purpoſe, for we are ſure that Oath is 
D according 


vt 


according to th: Lawes of the Land, and therefore dare not 
charge 1c tO be againit the Lawes of God, lett we blerniſh the 
honour,not only of our learned, Religions, and zealous Refors 
mers, but of the London Divines alſo, who (in their firſt Quere 
concerning the Oath enjoyned by the lare Synod) alledging 
a Connſel under Charles the Great, wherein an O:th was cone 
demned and caſheired, qua periculoſwmn : Adde theſe words 
« Notwithltanding with Counſel (ſay they) we do not ſcruy le 
« the Oath of Canonical obedience time out of mind conti- 
« ned, and by laudable cuſtome in this Churck duly admini- 
<« ftred ro Miniſterstaking Infticurion or receiving Collwion 
« to any benefice, with cure of Soules.” Ir ſeemes this Oath 
was very filent then, and did nor call them (or their Con- 
ſciences were very ſound a ſleep and did not hear it call them) 
LO repentance. ; 

4. Some of us ſtand ingaged in our Relations to Deanes and 
Chapters, and though it be ſaid inthat exhorration, © that this 
« Covenant goeth forth in it's own rength with ſuch convin- 
« cing Evidence of Equity, Truth and righteouſneſs, as ma 
« raiſein all (not wilfully ignorant, or miſerably ſeduced) 
* inflamed aff:Rions to joyn with their Brethren in this happy 
« Bond.” Yet we muft profeſs we are not able to diſcover by 
what rule of £q#ity Men ſhould be required by a Covenant 
(wherein they bind themſelyes to defendthe Common Lher- 
tzes) to divelt themſelves (without any manner of compenſa- 
tion) of thoſe rights whereof they are /gally poſſefſfed, and to 
endeavour the extirpation of thoſe Fraternities, the honour and 
Emolument whereof, they are attheir firt:admiſſion ſo ſolemn- 
ly ſwornto preſerve, andto do all this to make way for the In- 
eroduRion}and ſupport of other perſons not ſuperiour to them- 
ſelves, either in ab/lities or defres ro advance piety, and the 

wer of Godlineſs amongſt the People ; for when we ſhall 

ave ſer our own neſts on fire (becauſe others have defiled 
them) we do much doubt whether every one will prove aPhe- 
ix that ſhall ſpring our of our Aſhes, Werthink ir ſufficient 
for ſuch as ſtand under thoſe relations ro be þ/emtly paſſive, of 
at leſt ro follow in the rexre by their ſubmiſſion to Authority 
for the publick Tranquility , and not be required to bind 
themſelves by Covenant to become leader and march in the 
Fan tothe work of their own Rene; We conceive it is thought 

; a 
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2s unhandſome in point of Modeſty to be tendred unto Biſhops, 
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as unfic in diſcretion to be taken by them,and we hope ſuch of 
us as are ingaged in en Oarhof the ſame validity by our incor- 
poration, into that Hierarchy, ſhall upon the ſame grounds of 
Equity obrain the like diſpenſation and Indulgence, and be 
lookt upon too, with as mach favour (if we may notrather 
call it Juſtice,) as the prmes and Piet of the Parliament thi 
th:n was (when Abbyes and Monaſfteries were diffolved) 

thought fit ro allow the Aſonks and Fryers, in ſetling a com- 
perent penſion upon them for their ſu ce during life, and 
ie have the ſtronger grounds for our hopes, becauſe we ſee the 

Honourable Houſes have ordered the Officers of the Court of 
Wards a conſiderable allowance for the Dammage they ſhall 

ſuſtain by loofing their places of adyantage upon the taking 

down of that Comre, 


16. Doubt, 


* Whether the extirpation of Schiſm here covenanted, be 
* ſutable wich other paſſages of this Article x 


The Reaſon. 


Becauſe (Mr. Ley g cell s us) Dc. illet thinks there'is a »e+ $p.'28 


ceſſity of the Diſtinttion of Biſhops and Prieſts, and ſp of Epie 
ſcopall Government (here covenamted to be extirpated) for 1be 
avoiding of Schiſmes, and if it were not for this tos eſſent Schiſ- 
mata, quot ſacerdotes. ſaith Hierome. So that (in the opinion 
of thoſe learned Men and many others) while we Covenant the 
extirpation of Schiſm, we do withall Covenant the eradicati- 
on of the moſt powerfull meanes to ſecure ns from it, 


COVEX AX T. 


«ER we partake of other mens Sinn”, and thereby be in 
| danger to receive of their plagues, 


7-£# ,0 


17. Doubt, 


« Whether this hive any refle&ion upon Chorch-Govern- 
©& ment &c, or any deduRtion art all from thence ? 


T be Reaſon. 


Becavſt ic ſeemes to be deduced from that, no leſs than 
from the extirpation of Popery, which is upon the one hand 
and ſuperitition &c. on the other. And ve do not conceive 
how the perſonal faulrs of Men (.o much cryed our upon, how 
truly we know not) can be jultly charg'd upon their lawfull 
callings : So that w2 may (to free our ſelves from partaking 
of their guilt, as farre as *cis lawfall for us according to our 
calling<) endeavour the reformation of their Sins : bur this ig 
no good ground of  entring into Covenant ro deſtroy their 


fmnitions, 


COVENAXT. 


« Andthe Lord may be one, and his name one in the three 
« Kingdoms. 


18. Doubt: 


*« What is meant by thoſe words ? 


The Reaſon. 


Becauſe in. Zach. 14. 9. (which is the only place of Scripe. 
t#re where this Phraſe is uſed) ic ſignifies nothing elſe but this, ſ 
that whereas formerly there were many eſteemedand called f 
Gods amongſt the Gent'les, viz., Jupiter, Apollo, Saturn &c. 
yet inthe time of Chriſt there ſhould be but one Cod an 

; ipe: 


mec 


| fhipt and called upon amongſt them, namely Jeſus Chriſt, 


And in this ſenſe the Lord was one, and his {name one all the 
Cbriſt' an world over, when they were farre enough from en- 
rertaining any thoughts of the extirpation of Epiſcopacy, If 
nothing elſe be meant by this Phraſe bac this, that there may 
be one and the ſatre way of worſhipping one andthe ſame 
Godin the three K'ngdoms, this reaſon had more properly 
been drawn from that neareft connnttion and uniformity 

bgion, &c, which is covenanted in the firſt Article, and then 
rhoogh ſer down as a reaſon) it would be a meat :amtologie 
and amount to no other ſenſe than this viz.#e ſhell endeavour 
to have it ſo, that it may be ſo, which exception we ſhouldnoc 
have made, had we not fonnd the like inthe 4, Quere ofthe: 
London Miniſters. 


COVENANT 
3: Article... 


« We ſhall with the ſame fincerity, reality, and conſtancy: 
« jn our ſeverall _ m— =_ our Eſtares and 
« lives mutually to preſerve the rights and priviledees of Par- 
60 lament,and the liberties of the Kingdoms. We 


I9 Doubt, 


« What rights and Priviledges of Parliament are here-- 
«© meant ? 


T he Reaſons. 


Becauſe the. Power of convening . and diſſolving, with the 
exerciſe of a #ege11ve voice (as occaſion ſhall require) we are-- 
ſure to be priv.ledges that wont to be nſedin and about Par- 
liements, and yet we do very much donbt , whether the main-- 
tenance of theſe be intended to be taken into Covenarts 
« 3». Since our Proteſtation of the 5,, of May, n648. Theſe-- 

D. -3-, . priviledges-: 


Pe 55» 


+, 40,0) V6.1 


privi/edges are grown 10 big and nuterous (beyond our ex- 
peRation) that we humbly delice a Catalogwe of them for our 
furcher ſatisfaRion, leſt we ſhould by an smplicite fatth Cove- 
nant to defend priviledges (and ſo for /berties too) in a Senſe 
as bottomleſs as and ©, For in (ſuch a »ew Oath we canvor be 
certain (ſaith Mr. Ley) without ſome expreſs direltion (which 5x 
this caſe we ſind rot) hew farre the ſenſe of theſe words Rights 
and Priviledges reacheth, and ſo we caxmit [weare unto it in 
judgment (as the.Prophet Feremy direReth, Jer. 4. 3. * bur 
\arthe moſt in opinion, There is no man wovld willin ly 
c« ſeale a Bond with a blank for the ſumme, ſo that the obli- 
&« ved might make the Debt as large as he liſted and we con- 
« ceive we ſhould be more caurelous in ingaging our Soules 
& by an Oath,then our Eſtates by a Bond, ſince inthis the tye 
« js more vigorous, th: breach more dangerous, thenit is in 


bMr. Lty's « that.” Thus Mr. EeyDoubt the x 1. Pas. 55. h, 


Doubr IIs, 


3- The twining of a new Eccleſiaſticall Government into 
the Civill (as we covenant in the firit Article) and that ſo for- 
raignto ity as fetcht from the example of other Churches, muſt 
needs infringe the a-cient liberties of this Kirgdows (if not of 
the Parliament it ſelf.) The Houſe of Commons hath obſerved 
this in their Declaration of the 19. h. of «April 1646. wherein 
they tell us © they could not conſent to the granting of an 
« Arbitrary, and unlimited power and Juriſdi&ion to near 
10000, Jadicatories to be ereted within this Kingdom, 
« and this” (though the Propoſers doubtleſs conceived they 
went according to the word of. God andthe examples of the 
belt Reformed Churches) © demanded in ſuch away as was 
« inconſiſtent with the fundamentall Lawes and goverament 
& of the ſame, and by neceſſary conſequence exclucing the 
*« Power of the Parliament of Exglard inthe exerciſe of that 
« Juriſdi&ion.” So that the #ew form and frame of Govern- 
ment being ſo inconſiſtent with many of our old Liberties, 
We cannor, without interfering, Cov:n:nt the intredation of 
the one with the preſer vation of the other. 

And now we come to refle& upon our Lrberties, we re- 


—_ member a paſlage of Mr. Ley's ; touching thelate Oath viz. 
P- 0. 


© jtis a new burthen (ſaith be) and (1fit ſhonld be urged) che 
< heavielt (in reſpe& of impofition and penalty ro ſome) that 
* ever Was laid onthe Engliſh Church fince it left off, to be 
Romiſh, 20, Doubr 


a & I: rm: ow, > —” U wo tot ct a 


20, Doubt. 


« Whether we may Covenant generally, to preſerve the .li- 
& berties of the Kingdoms ? 


? T he Reaſon. 


Becauſe, we cannot tell (as the London Miniſters intheis 

1 firt Quere about that Oath) whether it be contrary tothe anſ- 

wer of the petition of Rjght ; nay, we know it is contrary ; for 

it is one piece of the ſubjeRts liberties (as to have no new 

Jawes, {o) to have no »ew Oathes impol'd upon them withour 

thei: own conſent, and the Authority of their Soveratgy ; and 
(without derogation to the Repreſentative body of the Come- 

wons) this being a Covenant that hath. ſo muchrelation to Re- 

hgion (the proper buſineſs of our profeſſion) we cannot think 

ic correſponds with our [:berties, to have it impoſed upon us 
without our own conſent, exprefled ether by our ſelves or by 

our Repreſentatives ; and for the © Aſſembly of Divines (by 

« whoſe concurrent, incouragement with the Honourable «» 

* Houſes of Parliament, it is ſaid ro be commended to us) k þ exp, 
we having no ſuffrage in their eleRion, they cannot be ſaid to torake the 
conclude out conſent ; and being call'd ſo ſolemnly to aſſert Coverans 
our own liberties, and Covenant the preſervation of them, we 

dare not ſo much coatt upon perjury, as to take an Oath, by 

the very impoſition whereo thoſe liberties are infringed, 


COVENANT. 


She AX to preſerve and defend the Kings Majeſties perſon 
| * £ © and Authotity, in the preſervation and defence of the 
* ©rrue Religion and liberties of the Kingdoms, that the world 
© may bear witneſs with our conſciences of our «/ wo and 


* that we have no thoughts or intentions to diminiſh his Ma- 
* jelties juſt power and greatneſs, . 
F ZL. 


? 
þ 
: 
' 


21. Doubt. 


' & Whether this Covenant doth nor derogate from his Mz. 
« jeſties honour and greatneſs, one of whit h1s ſpecified in this, 
6: the other in the xt Article ? 


The Reaſon. 


Becauſe x. ic concerns his Majefties hoowr doubtleſs to up. 
hold thateſtabliſhr Government (being nor only not cont rary, 
but moſt conſonant of all others to the ſacred word of God) 
which he ſo ſolemnly ſwoe rby his Oath of Coronation to preſerve 
and maintain, 

2 Becauſe as the Houſe of Commons declare (in their an- 
ſwer before mentioned) © it is molt evident, that the Rights 
« and Priviledges of the Parliament and Libercies of the King- 
« doms are in the firſt place to be preſerved” (we might adde, 
andto be preſerved abſolutely, wichour any relation to Reli- 

ion and his Majeſty, bur Relativelyto theſe) and yet we know 
bis HM ajefty 1s ſupream head and Governour over all perſons and 
in all c wſes as well Ecclefiaſticall as Civll; and for evidence 
hereof was wont to be ſer in the front of all As of Parliament, 
and ſo he was in the proteftation of the 5th. of May 1641. 
.., .Bornowitſeems his Mares is denyed acceſs to his two Hog- 
[ Rowe of ſes (or any orher place) wit Honour, freedoms and afety; I and 
in the vore of Decemb. 25, concerning his Xajeſties coming 
13} | to Holmby-Houſe (as the Moderate Imell'gercer m tells us) 
m Numb, ©* there were bur ſome words made uſe of, which are inthe 
95. Friday © Covenant, and others left out, and after long diſpute it was 
Dccem- © cartyed (only thus farre) that his Majeſty have the ſafety of 
ber 25. his perſon, in the defence of Religion and liberties accor- 
&« ding to the Covenant.” And if he be allowed no Honexr or 
freedome with his [«fety, we cannor expeR ro find him inveſted 
with che exerciſe of mach Axthority, which leads ns to ano- 

ther doubt. 


23, 


Is, 


22, Doubt. 


«« Whether the preſervation and defence of his Majeſties 
* Authoriry be nor inconfiſtent with other parts of the Coye- 


'« nant ? 


The Reaſon. 


A 

B. cauſe we conceive the King to. be the /apream Gover- 
nour in his Kingdorns, and 'ris a queſtion very much diſpured, 
whether, when there is a Renitency in the Swprears, ſuch as 
are ſubordinate (unleſs the particular expreſs lawes and conlti- 
tation of their Government do warrant theT.) mayatrempt the 
work of Reformation. » Apud omnes gertes quamvis admi..® Diven," 
nſtratio ſolennis erat ſacerdotum, authcr.tas tamen ſumma ſun. 2*1n.ye 
ciende, reformande ,vindicande rel'gionis ſemper erat penes Ma. ** 
g ſtratum. And as well the C britian as the 1/racluifh Kings 
challengethis right unto themſelves ſairh he. And Hago Gro- 
tins, 0 Ne ſimulachra quidem falſorum Deorum, que publies ? P* pre ' 
extabant, drjeft a nnquam l'gimms, n;fs infſn, ant popal; in libers ba - ng Ls 


” Repub, ant Rrgum cnria regnabantur. 


If the queliton be propounded concerning the ext;ypation 


| of formes of Government and worſhip © reformed and efta- 
2 « bliſhe byLaw,ſubſcrib'd and (worn unto by his Majeſty,and 


2 — RC —— _ N _ 


« at leaſt a very conſiderable part of the people,” *it would be * See, that 

yet farre more doubtfull, and in ſuch doubtful caſes we are Tra. of 
not ſatisfied how we may ſwear with ſafery, = - 
Nay, if we preſerve the Kings Athority (as we are am 
required to Covenant) We Cannot endeavour to extirpate t c 
pes 


Church Government according to the ſecond article, nor 

bſþ rhe old form of worſhip (expreſled in the Leitargy) wi 
ont his Maſefties conſent ; for this cannot be done wichour 
m «Att of Parliament, and (alt he be bound to do 47s 


| of Juftice (where this prerogative hath nor libeny co epin) 


ding tothe Lew already eftabliſhed yet) every Bll be fignes 
ka] here ur rr et is an Att of Grace, 


to which his chet Mnaanben obliged, This the two maſts 


L | 


þ >cors 
papers 


27,28, 


v 


have acknowledgeds For when the Kin 


conrain- 
ing ot 
_ ms of *« he ſhould be bound by Oat 
propoſici- } * Law is the bill they brought ro us of the A4/htia (ſaith he) 


ons for 


Peace. P. * ſelfe,in the hands of other men,. and diveſt and diſable him 


g's, Jer wheathe q Sw, Commulioners preſt rhaſe Declarations 
ves pas. a 


p preſſeth his Oath 
of Coronation, wherein he p:omiſerh in Eeges, as conſue. 
dine per cum eſe proteg endas, | colle&ion of Remon(tra, pag, 
268. And p. 290.] He _— ** can it be imagined char 

tO paſs ſuch lawes, (and ſach a 


© as ſhould putthe power wherewt: h he is truſted, our of him- 


*.of all. poſſible power ro perform the great buſineſs of the 
« Oath, which js to proteRt them &c.? ” Whereunto the 
Houſes anſwer (Page 720.) © From that argument taken 
« fomthe matter of his Oath, that it cannot be meant thatth: 
« King ſhould be thereby _ co civeſt himſelf of a power 
© ro prote his SubjeAs, which is the great buſineſs ofthar 
<« Oath, If he (his Majeſty) h1d ſaid (as we #,e, the Houſes, 
« did not) that the King had been bound to paſs all Bills, thac 
© ſhould be off-red ro him by both Houles of Parliament, 
« withour any limitation or qualification of Reaſonand ju- 
«*ftice, yer ſuch a ſuppoſition, as this, could not fall upon a 
« Parliament, | Marke this] as if they could defire ſuch athing, 
« much leſs that a King were obliged for to grant ir, ”* This 1s, 


the language of both Houſes ; and ifih:y mend ill according 


torhis Dottrine ro preſerve the Anthority of his Majellies 
Negative voice in Parliament, in denying ſu: h Bills as are ten- 
dred to H;m, whereof He is nor ſatistyed in point of Reaſon 
and juſt:ice,the whole Covenant is by th's fingle branch rendred 
frivolous and to no purpoſe ; foraſmuch as no man, be his 
place, vocation, and intereſt what it will, can lawtully c2operate 
rothe accompliſhment of thoſe ends and pupoſes expreſſed in 
the Covenant, further then His Majeſties conſent and Antho- 
rity doth .quicken and inable him, and if that Conſent and 
Amthority be obrained,the work will eafily be done without a 


Covenant, . 


Bur 3-.this ſeems-co.be contrary-to-the intentions and reſo» 
lations of the two Hoſes, of a latter Egition incheir publike 
Declarations ; for though the King be acknowledged, (upon 
ſeverall occafions) ip former Declarations * co have. Authority 


« inthe diſpoſal and ordering of the Afilirie of the Kingdom 


gain 


EO TOrPaay 


— 


ED 
«<tc 


« 


| 


N 


MO ry A 


+ 4 _—_ 


inſt the propolicion concerning the Xbitia 
- (as thoſe Commoners averre) 5s for ever excluded from 


all eo right whatſoever) it was anſwered by the Comp- ©2 39. in- 
th Houſes, r © That their Declarations were fra- ©ufive- 
« med, publiſhed, and made uſe of,as their affairesfiood then: ' 74 e- 


mitie of 


« but afrer ſo much bloud ſhed by che King, and ſo much ex- *** 
« pence of this Kingdom, they may alter theſe Declarations 
© now.” Accordingly the Houſe of Commons ſeems to hold 
forth a Reſolution wholly co diveſt the C:own of that right, 
not wag ing it wiſe or ſafe [as they ſay intheir Declaration of 
the 17. of Aprill. __ * afrer ſo birrer experience of che 
« bloudy conſequences, of a pretended power of the rlitia 
« inthe King, to leave any colograble Authoricy in the ſame 


* forthe future cc, And in their Anſwer { of Noven, 28. [p, 8. 31» 


co the Scors Commiſſioners papers, they declare three or four 45+ 
ſeverall titres, that **the King is not in a condition to exer- 
« ciſe theDuties of His place,or to be let ro go or reſide where 
&« and when he pleaſerh, at His own ele&ion, 

Prom whence we might conclude, it were more requiſite, 
to have a diſpenſation to diſchurge vs from thoſe Dates, 
which we ſtand already bound, by our Allegiance to perform 
unto His Majeſty (eſpecially conhiderng - - troubles have 
threarned ſome vpon a ſuppolition of accommodating Him in 
His diſtreſs) then engage our ſelves by new obligations to de- 
fend that Authority, which (the two Houſes ſay) He is nt 
qualified to admintfter; and therefore we cannot bur extreame 
ly wonder why this braxch of the Covenant is not expwnged, or 
at leaſt the whol: ſuſpendedtill His Majefty be publickly *De- 
* clared, ſcrled in ſuch a poſture as may make Him capable of 
** that Honour, freedome, and ſafety, without which He can- 
« notexerciſe that Anthority, which we are requiredto Cove» 
'« nant, (and others have covenanted)to preſerve and defend 
*© in Him. | 

If it be replyed that His Authority is preſerved in Abfratts; 
(beſides that His perſon and Authority are eſpouſed by the Co- 


. venant, and we bound to preſerve them in ConjunRion) we 


are yer very unſatisfted how ſuch an ab/ratt:ov of the rojall 


Authority trom the Kings perſon, can conhift with the Honoxr 
. of the King (which we declare before God and to allthe world 
(in the fixt Article of the Covenant) to be ſo wwch concerned in 


E 3 this 


ereby t per from 


exces, or by one another ingaged inthe ſeme Caſe) we do 
mach doube, whether the world will meet with any remprari. 
on, in theſe proceedings, © ro bear witneſs of our loyalty, and 
<« that we have no thonghes or incentions to diminiſh His Ma. 
« jeſties juſt power and grearnels, 

But the Aſſembly of Divines (in their Exhortation to the 
eaking of it) tell us, * This Covenant binds all, and more 
«ſtrongly engageth them to preſerve and defend the Kings 
« Majefties perion, and Anthoricy, inthe preſervation and de. 
« fence of the true Religion and liberties ofthe Kingdoms”? 
= this gives ns: no ſatisfaRion, bur adminiſters ground for 
rhe 


23. Doubt. 


&« What is meant by theſe words, in the preſervation and 
* defence of the true Religion, and liberties of the King. 
* doms?” 


T he Reaſon. 


Becauſe the true Religion may fignifie, that Religion, which 
Rands yet eſtabliſhed by the lawes of the Land; (for we ſup- 
poſe no mans forehead is yet grown hard enoughto deny 
that to be the tre Religion ; It they do, we can oppoſe the 
ſeveral acknowledgments extant, in that book, ſet torth by 
Order, called Englands and Scorlands Covenants with their 
God &c. Pag. 4.1t is acknowledged to be the trwe Reformed 
proteſt ant Religion in his Majeſbies Dominions eft «bliſhed, p. 
6. and 9. *tis proteſted. to be maintained with I fe, power and 
eftate, asro the DoArinal'parr of ir. p. 9; they declare a plor 
for the ſubverſion of the trwe Proteſtamt Reformed Rel gion. 
Solikewiſe p. 10. 34: and p. 15. #e Noblemen &c, of Exg- 
land, Scotland and Ireland by the providence of God, living 
under one King, and being of ewe Reforwed Religion ; and in 
other places. So that the Poligicg already eſtabliſhed is the 
zune Reformed prodeſiant Religion, even the Houſes — 


this Canſe) and whatever Teſtimony 1s given by our own Confeie 


—_— ates Babe endrath 4 pre . 


2 att. ——l_——_ tanto. py 


pdrbe Gheryice of the K. = ; 
ut rep mit Eng mpoens 


| and rÞcrefore in preface 
of che fifr of May. 1643. They are hounded within this Rez 
friction, v;zz. The lawful Rights and liberties of the Subjelt ; 
(though Rights and lawfull be borh left out inthis Cormant, 
and only the word [/iberties) ofthe largeft ſenſe and laricude 
retained.) =o 

If we take the words in this ſenſe (and in a ſolemn Oath 

we ought to take the words in the moſt plain, Common, and 
currant ſenſe they can admit of) we have nyche> 
2 Riropg opinion, that His Majeſty harhi Rood upon the defence 
of theſe all this while, accordipg to his NENENS uP- 
on ſeveral occaſions, and that the cauſe and Warre on Ris parc 
(as farre as ever we imagined, and call God to record did ne- 
ver cooperate in ir, or wiſh proſperity ro it orhzrwiſe) ©« was 
« rhe preſervation of th2 true Religion, and liberties of the 
* Kingdoms (eſpecially the a and liberties of a conſlide- 
«Trable part of Subjee, v1z, ſuch as were incorporated into 
« the Government of the Church, which ſure His Majeſty is 
« bound to preſerve, unleſs, we would have Him commir in« 
« jaſlice and ſacriledge, and violare His Coronation-Oath,, 


| «4d the grants of His Royall Predeceſſours, expreffed inthe 


« yery firſt words of our Magna Chartathus, we have granted 
* ro God, for us, and our heires for ever, that the Church of 
« Exgland ſhall be free, and have her whole Rights and fi 
* herties inviolable.” We ſay, we conceive,the cauſe and War 
on his Majeſties part, was © the preſervation of the true Re- 


| *jgjon, and theſe, and all oth*r liberties of the Kingdoms, as 


© they ſtand eſtabliſhed by law.” And His Mejefty gave a (it 
fcient evidence of His [tedfalt purpoſe and reſolution herein ac 
the beginnirg of this Parliament, inthat (befides thoſe affu- 


| rances putinto our hands by ſundry As of Grace paſſed by 


Him) when the foreſaid Proteſtation (of May. 5 x64.) 


/ « Whereinthecrne Reformed proteſiant Rel'gion, and law- 


& fyll Rights and liberties of the SubJe& are avowed tobe 
« maintained”) was ſent abtoad to'all rhe Kingdome, His 
Majeſty grveno ſtop to the taking, and found no exceprjon 


poainlt ic, (albejic Hye was cher reſidenrin perſon ar White» 
- ( Ea = 


Fab) ic holding forth nothing contrary to his royal Awhn 


inthe extirpatien of any fundamencall part of His ſerl:4Gz. 
vermment, And hicherro we have found no mention made of 
abolition, extirpation, or alteration (ſaving cracious offers for 
the ſatisfaRion of His two Houſer, and the eaſe of tender Can- 
ſciences) in any of his Majeſties proteſt ations, Declarations, or 
Meſſages, as we do here in this Covenart, and in the propeſitions 


of the twe Houſes for peace, 


2. We conceive it a piece of the ſubje&s [berty to have 
no new Oathes impoſed npen them, without their own con. 
ſent andthe eA#thority of their Sovera'gn, and ſeeing his 
Majeſty hath been pleaſed, (in favour of that /iberty) expreſly 


to forbid: the taking of this Covenant, we ſu 


ſe that this 


branch-of the Covenant it ſelf, allowes the equity of our obe. 
dience to his «Authority (to preſerve it) in this particular, 

Or 2, By thetrue Religion, may be underſtood that Reli- 
gion, which is now upon the anvill to bez reformed, or rather 
to be contrived, and by /iberries of the Kingdoms, ſuch libey- 
ties, as we find not any where extant upon authentik Records, 
but to be declared to us occaſionally upon the emergency of 

8 Scots Pa- new exigents (for the two Houſes tell us, t their Declarations 
are framed, publiſhed, and made uſe of, yea and altered to accor- 
ding to the ſeverall poſtures cf their affaires: ) If this be the 


rt, (tis, as if we ſhould adde an &e. to the Covrmnant) we 

_ know not particularly what that Religion, and how many thoſe 

I berties will be, and conſequently can neither be ſarisfied, 

when it will bz our duty to defend His Majeſties perſon and 

Authority, nor how we may with a ſafe Conſcience,take a new 
Oath, thar hath ſach a bottomleſs depth of ſenſe in it. 

2. If our care for the preſet varion of thz Kings Perſon and 
eAuthority | be reſtrained to ** rhe defence and preſervation 
* of che true Religion and liberties of the Kingdoms,” and 
thoſe not de fatto already eſtabliſhed, bur 5» fizrs to be contri- 
ved and determined by our ſelves, this is no more in cffe&, 
then to preſerve Him ſolong as He complyes with our deſign: 
and pleaſes us; and we conceive th? Doarine of the Goſpel 

- .. requires ſervants to be more tender of, more reſpeRive and 


vious to their private Maſters, 1. Pet. 2. 


17. 1$, 19, 


is Majeſty would be worſe dealt with, then Corguerenr: 


ad 


"4" 
—_ 
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are wont to deal by their veſſels, whoſe Indulgence it is, (as 
H. Grotins # tells us) Avite _—_— #/um (etiam) vittie mſs y Dr jure 
perſnaſis non eripere : not (againit their conſenc) co raviſh the bel i (th. 3, 
prattiſe of their ancient Religion from them, and yet preſerve © "5: 
their perſons from others violence, | 

3. Though this Covenant be ſaid (by the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines) wto ttrengthen the Oathes of Allegiance andSwpremacy, w. Engl, 
yerthar Oath admits of no ſuch reltricion, nor yer the Pro. and Scots 
reſtatron of May, 5.1641. 2nd we are afraid, it ſayours to much ©" P+ 
of Buchanan, and Junius Brutus ,and treades to nea: the heeles 3© 
ofthar dere(table doftrine of Kmg- Killing, raken up, main« 
tained, and praiſed by the Jeſwites, when they find colour to: 

roclaim Princes 7 yrants, or Heretical, And we are alittle 

amuſ'd that the Houſe of Commons ſhould ſo much inſiſt up- 
on'r, x That cheRegbes and plan x of the Parliaments, and x The An- 


1 liberties of the Kingdoms, are inthe firi# plece to be preſerved, ſwer of 


and the Ki» gin his perſon and Authority (but) © Relatively, Yovend. 


1 « viz. inthe preſervation and defence of che crue Religion and = - 


« liberties of the Kingdoms,” and ſeem to take offence z 5c, pa- 
that the defence of the King 1s mentioned by the Scots-Con- pers p. 2x 


1 mw ſſoncrs, and thoſe words, [/» the preſervation &c.] left y14, p.z95 


ours TOE7 
For that ſcruple, that this is done without the Kings con- 


' ſent, which the Aſſembly think ſo ſoon removed, z. we pro- bi i 


ied, | 


new | 


and 7 
10n © 


| feſs we canfind no ſatifation at all to our Conlciences, in pre. 
: whatthey have delivered ronching rhat particular, For asto- - 


the proteſt ation of the fifr of May. 1641. the plaincruth is, His 
Majeſty, por peruſal; approved the matter of ic (as we have 
been credibly informed) and was ſo -farre from Ropping, char 
he conſented by bisfilence to the raking of ir... But what war» - 
rant is this to Conſcience for our ing in « Covenant, that 
Ht hath expresſly forbidden by Hz publik Declaration, and 
that ratified by His own exemplary denyall of it 2 

For £xr4 and Nebemial s Fa © wg Was With a great #1bid. ; 
deal of caution alleadped, tharthey drew a} the peopleinco a 
Covenant without any Speciall(Commiſiies: bucall the world. © __ 
know, that s Comſſion at large, as it hath more latitude, ſoir - | 
allowes more liberty, for ſuch a worke ; and ſorely ifthe Di. 
vines had thought we: would have given our felyes the leiſore-- 


NEYET. 


urs t read over thoſe Bookes of Exr and Nebernabytheywor id. » 


never lidve ifiſtanc'd their examples. 

For Ezra we have his Commiſſion ſer down at large Chap: 
2. ver, I 1. unto the 27. And we believe the Kings writ dire« 
&ed tro the Lords and Commons, which relares to Conncells and 
Treaty with the King, concerning the K '"f's the defence of His 
Kingdom, and of the Church of England, (rhe three._poims 
which it tends to, as appeares by the writ) will nor amount to 
ſuch a general Commiſſion, as gives power © ro draw the people 
< mro Covenanc to root our that, the defence whereof they 
* are caH1'd ito conſult and treat about.” And what were the 
Contents of that Covenant 2 Ir confiſted but of ove ſingle Article 
of Reformation, and that according to the Conrcel of the Lords 
and according to the Law. £z,-4. 10. 3. 

For Nehemiah he obtained a Commiſſion too, which is not 
Ter down ar large, bur only hinred, Nehem, 2. 7,8. and for 
his Covenant, the ſeveral Art cles, or points of it are recorded 
 ſoexaAly conſonant to Gods {-w | Chap. 10. v. 29; tothe 
end] arid no way ſubverſive of any part of the eltabliſhc Per- 
ſian Government, that ic ſeemes to us (not only ro imply an 
extream barrewneſs of Seriptare-proofes to this purpoſe, but)ro 
be awonder how thzſe came tobe quoted a* prefidents to juitity 
orſo much as countenance this Covenant, which is impoſed 
ſo-much againit rhe Rights ard liberties of the Subje, and the 
Kings command , and obligeth to the extirpagion 'of that 
Charch Gov:riment, which His Maj fty is ſolzmnly ſwornto 
maintain, and which harh been. interprered © univerſally by 
* the cuſtome and praRtice ofthe whole Chriſtian Church for 
* more then 1 500. yeeres togerh2r, conſonant ro the Apoſtles 
& inſtitution, and rhe ſenſe of the Holy Scripture*. 

For thoſe i*»ſfances b in the praftice of onr own Prixces in 
confederecy, and cooperating wuh the wnited provinces &Cc- 
We dn not take npon ns to diſpute how farre it is lawfull for 
diſingaged States ro purfne their own /mpereſts, and make uſe 
of advantages ro -ſcewre. themſelves. by* breaking the forces of 
their ill neighbors, whoſe greatneſs (if arrived ar )is prodeptly | 
foreſeen to threaren'them ; but'we ſay, we cannar. ſafely draw 


their Ations intoexainple,as if they did warrantthe confede- 
racy of Subjefts ro AR :againft eſtabliſhed Law and Goverr- . 
»ent wirhour the-conſent of their Prizes, $0 whom they owe , 
Feal:f ani Alligianr, Ve 005 WS i 542000 51 1 25 "Lanny * 
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mbury now occidends, ſed moriendo ; non 


Laſtly for the praQice of our Sifter Nation of Scotaud pfd- 


duced as another _— Caſe; whereas ir tsſaid, that when c 1bid, p: 
blood to be debated, it was found ad- 33- 


matters came in cool 
judged and declared by the = in ParLament, © That our 
« dear Brethren of Scotland \had Jone'nothing, but whar be- 
*« come Loyal and obedient ſub;eARs:** We do molt earneſt- 
lybeſeech Almighty God to reduce this Kingdom mo the 
ſame temper, that all matters being debared in Coele blood, His 
M ajefty may in Parltament declare himſelfto the ſatisfaftion 
of his people, and we find no ob(traRion, or ſcruple of Con- 
ſcience agaip(t our-confor:nicy to rhe Orders of that Hig beſt 
'Conrt, 


24: Doubt. 


* In what ſenſe we do ingage onr ſelves to endeavour wick 
« our eltares and lives as m che beginning ofthe Article? 


T be Reaſon. 


' ; Becauſe it is controverred, whether ir be lawful for the Mi- 
iiters ofthe Goſpel to bear armes (and ris not ſafe ro ſwear 
in marrers, wherein great judg' 'encs differ, efpecially againſt 
the ſafer tener.) 7hey have nortrain of Artillery to march our 
with'al againſt Pagers and Perſecutors, but Prayers and tears, 


ſo that, what Laft«ntins d ſaith of all private perſons in the 4 Inſtic, 


Caſe of:Religion, viz. Defendenda, Relegio oft a privatis om- 5: **: 
[ona ed patientia, 

non ſcelere ſed fide ; We may ſay the ſame of all the Miniers 
ofthe Goſpel in all Caſes whatſoever ; they cannot with con- 
fidence, and ſafety engage their lives. bur in a way of paſſive 
obedience, which 1s nor the way undertaken by this Article, 
This ſcruple was prevenced in the Prote/tation of the 5, of 
Mey. 1641; by a neceſlary reſtrition, no leſs than thrice re- 
ed, viz. © I do promiſe &e. as farre-as lawfully I may, 

« with my life, power and eſtate, and again, To my power, 
« and as farre as lawfully I may, «»d 4gain, Thar I ſhall in 
© all juſt, avd honourable wayes,” which are all feft out in 
WL ovenant F Coves 


COVENANT 
4a Article. 


« PF-PFE ſhall alſo with all faichtullneſs, endeavour the dif 
{Y © covery of all ſuch as hive been, or ſhall be Incen- 

« diaries, malignants, or evill Inſtruments, by hindering the 

« Reformation of Religion, dividing che King from his 

* ple &'c, that they may be brought to publick criall, Oe. 


25, Doubt, 


* What Incendiarfes are here meant ? 
T be Reaſon. 


x, Becauſe by Incend;aries, (in Common differences,) we 
do ordinarily underſtand, ſuch as have blown the Coales of diſ- 
ſention, enllaed the heat of ſtrife, and exaſperated the ſpirits 
reſpr&ively on both fides 3 Bot we are jealous all ſuch are not- 
incendedro be taken into this /nqu:fition and diſcovery, and 
we have cauſe to believe that what 1s charged upon one party: 
as Incend ay, will be pur upon the Accompe of holy zeale in 
favour of the other. 

3. We know. many-perſons very eminent for parts andpie-- 
ry, very zealous #gainlt all former Innovations and exorbiran» - 
ces, and have all this time ſtood preft with carneſt defires, (in 
a regular way) to- promote a thorow Reformarion,: and yer - 
they may be capable of the Title of Mal gnants, and evill [n- 
ftrumens, by hindering (accidentally) or rathzr delaying the 
Iace projeted Reformation, though adhering to his Aajeftyi 
out of renderneſs of Conſcience only tor the defence «f bis lawfull. 
Amthority.in mndering the extirpation andabofolicion of an-" 
cient formes of Governnent-and worfhip eſtabliſhed by Iay 2 
To diſcover, or have any hand in bringing ſuch men as theſe 

to (ind; gre) paniſhmenc, were (as weTonceive) agaipit Le 


>; 
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Role of natural equiry, which is commended co us bythe Law 
.andthe Prophets, and admicred into che Canon of the Goſpell, 
Mat. 7. 12. Luke 6..31. and which the Houſe of Commons 
Call That univerſall Law of a Chriſtian life, ev'z, To do as 
we would be done unto, 

3. Such as have been Pry nngs in the proper ſevſe and 
Conſtrugion of the word, and have purſued the warre on the 
K+ngs fide out of an ambitious defign to gain the larger field 
for the expariating and ſatisfying their lults, may be touch't 
with remorſe, and addreſs themſelves to us for our Ghoſtly 
Counſell, and che benefit of our prayers, if we{hould be 
bound to diſcover and bripg ſuch as theſe to cond' gn puniſh- 
ment, we ſhould make a ſnare of that which troubled Sonles 
are adviſed, and glad to berake themſelyes nnto,for Sanltnary, 
and we conceive this would be againſt Chriſtian Charicy, 
which (in ſuch Caſes as theſe eſpecially) covereth « mult tude 
of Sirn:1. I. Pet. 4.8. Yea, all Prov, 10,12, But we do noc 
inſtance this as a general Rwle, for our filence and conceal- 
ment in all Caſes whuſoever, bur with reference to this pat- 
Cicular, 


COVEXAXT 
5. Article. 


« | Nd whereas the happineſs of a bleſſed peace between 
« theſe Kingdoms hath been lately concluded and ſer- 
© led by both Parliamencs, we ſhall each one of us, according 
© ro our page wy es: endeavour that _—— remann 
© conjo in a iirm peace and union to all poſterity, An 
® that Juſtice may be done upon the wilful oppoſers thereof im 


« manner expreſled inthe preſent Articles. 


26. Doubt. 


F ; 
| *® Wheatherwe may ſweare this Arnicle ? 


e The An: 
ſwer of 
Nov, :8, I 
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The Reaſon. 


Becauſe itis all incladed in thar branch of the precedent 
Article viz, © the diſcovery' of evill Inftraments by dividing 
& one of the Kingdoms from another, and bringing them to 
« Triall &c."” And if it- be imply'd, and ſworninthe other, 
this (according to the opinion ofthe Lordev Divines) ought to 
be caſhiered, as /aper flacws, that (as to that Artiele) ir may nor 
be a vain Oath, Qui abſq; n:ceſſitate jurat, peccat, ſay the Ca« 
ſuiſts, which holds in every part of an-Oathas well asinthe 
whole, ſay they in their third Quere, 


27. Doubt. 


« Tn Caſe thoſe differences rouching the ends, and purpoſes 
* of this Covenant, and of the Treaty berween the two King- 
« Joms, lately on foot and in debate, ſhould be renewed and 
© proſecuted further berween them : Whether we ought to 
*« 2dhere to that party that our Conſciences tell ns do moſt 
&« conform to the Common Rule, and joy with them in pro- 
« ſecurion of the other (whom) accorging to the ordinary ſenſe - 


« of the wordes (we do jndge'rofwerve trom it) as willtull op. > 

«* poſers. of that.peace and union ? : 

| t 

T he Reaſon; ] 

Becayſe, if it ſhould ſo happen, we might be' involved inex-. || , 

rream and very- perplexed difficulties, (1nleſs fone Commun "2 

Rule be ſet, by the agreement of both Narions to determibie aotl Þ 

direR us herein) for *tis poſſible the Caſe may.ſo fall our, 5 

that we muſt aR, either againſt» onr avon Natve King dome, - b 

whichwere very grievous, of cohtfaryto the Light of or Coy- < 
Gences, which wogld be very damnable, or fit fitll as Newters 2 

Which we are requiredto Covenant againtt as dezaſiaBleiet he - - 

ky afriicle.. oy 
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eEOVEXNANXT, 


| z 6, Article. 


| "WE ſhall alſo-according to our places and callings, in this 


« Common Cauſe of Religion, Liþerry and Peace of 
«the Kingdoms, aſfiſt and defend all choſe that enter imo this 
« League and Covenant, 10 the maintaining and purſuing 
© thereof, 


28. Doubt, 


*« Whether the —_ intothis Covenant being a ſuffici-- 


* ent watrant and ground to take up Armes for the aflitance 
« of the canſe without any furcher Commiſſion 2? 


T he Reaſon. 


Becauſe ſome things in this Covenant (as in the third Arti» 


Cle} are to be endeavoured with life, and this Article ſaith per- 


emptorily we ſþall afſi/# and defend all &c. without any de- 
murre upon expeRance of any further call or warraxt ;. and yer 
the Howſe of Commons (in their Anſwer to the Scors- papers 
Pag, 31+) intimate another call requiſite ro authorize ſuch aſ- 
fiſftance and defence by .theſe wordes. [ «And thi every one is 


10 do in his ſeveral wication, and not to intermeddle within each 


+ yes 2D 
-_ 
| ® 


- 


f ili ſages: 


'* ANd ſhall not ſuffer- our ſetves &c. to be divided and 
« withdrawn &c. But ſhall all the dayes of our lives zea. 
«lon{ly and conſtantly continue therein 2gainlt all oppgfiion 


6 and promote the ſame &'c. 


29. Doubt. 


« How we can ſafely Covenan this perperual inalcerability ? 


T he Reaſon, 


1. Becauſe, having ſworn the preſervation of the reformed 
Religion in the Church of Scotland, and here inalterably, we 
ſhall much impeach the freedome of future Syneds, [Faich Mr, 
Ley Doubt 17. pag. 79.] © for they that are foreſtalled with 
« an Oath againſt _— cannot be ſo free to change (when 
« juſt occafion requireth) as they ſhould be, 

« Tr is an exception made by the Divines of Aberdexe (ſairh 
« Hs) againſt the Oath of the Covenant in Scotland, That it 
« takerh away all hope of a free Aſſembly or Parliamentto 
<« 5ndge of the matrer preſently debared; tor how can thofe 
© ({ay they) yore freely of any matter propounded to decifion 
«and deliberation ofthe Church and fare, who have already 

«ſworn to adhere to one parr of rhe Queſtion, And pag. 83. 

« Heconcludeth, we dare nor then rake an Oath rinft a- 

<< rjon, leſt therewith, we ſhould forſwear a meer Reformation 
* of the Church, which any Church may need, rhat hath leſs 

« affitance of the Spirit than the Prophets of the old Teſta- 

* ment, and the Apoſiles of the new ; and of all of themwe 

& muſt hold (ſaith He) as the Arch-Biſhop hath wer wt 

-<«« in his Anſwer to the Jeſuir, ſuch in alynce of Chriſt, add 
« ee boly Spirir, the Prophers nadet the 61d Teſtamenr Hf, 

«andthe __— under the new ; as neither cle high Prieſt 

£ with his Clergy in the Old, nor avy Company of Prelates 
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*or Prieſts in the new; (fince the Apoltles,) ever had, 


2, Perhaps we may difcovera greater light held forthto ug, 
than we have bcheld hitherto (and we would be loathto pre- 
clude our ſelves from the means of our own proficiency ip grace 
and holineſs,) and by that time we have examined chrought 
the « Goſpel-DoRrcinz of Meekneſs, gentleneſs, humbleneſs 
© of mind, patience, long- ſuftering, taking up the Croſs, and 
« ſuffering for 4 carr ſake,” we may poſlibly chavge 
our mindes, and think of ſome berter way to advance the Goſ- 
pel, with a chorew Reformation, and Propagate the Church, 
then by © ſeeding and watering of it with the blood of our 
« Chriftian Brethren.* The aflembly £ of Divines have admo- g Exhor* 
niſhed us that if there ſhould any O«tb be found * into which cation to 
« any Miniſters or other have entred, not watranted by the = wn 
& lawes of God and the land, in this Caſe they muſt reach "EG 


« themſelves and ethers, that ſuch Oathes call for repentance 

;* not pertinacy inthem,” So that had we no other exception 

' again(t this Covenant, the reſolnte conſt ar cy abſolutely under- 

' raken in it were a ſufficient motive tothe and 
a 


awſe at ir, let (though we ſhould find never ſo many flawes 
in it afterward) we ſbon/d (as one ſaith they dothat take it) * "Arie 


ore 
bind enr ſelves from repent ance, ——— 
rectory. 


30, Doubt. 


"« Whether, if we ſhould thus ſweare, we ſhould not be in. Mr. £27 pv 
*rangled with contradiction to-our Goveinows F- bh. 


T he Reaſon. 


"Becauſe *we are bound in duty to yield our confents to 


**their lawfullContitutions (ſaithMr. Ley)b though with ſome b His 193 


*'alretation, which we can have no heart ro do, if we have Doubs v}- 


*\wotn ro the contraty. — - 
+» © Herero ſome except and fay, if they-alter, we may aker 
«with chem ; But this we conceiye (ſaith He) ro be too much 


« ficklene(s andlevity, and liker to the Gipſy play of faſt and 


& looſe; than to the” grave; avd ſollid afſereration. which be- 


*#forgah.. 


© © fongeth to an Oath, Thus He; ifthis premiſſory clauſe [thar 
« weſhall all the dayes of our lives zealouſly and conſtantly 
«continue thereip againſt all oppoſition &e.] be ſworn abſo- 
<.lutely, ſo as no revocation or alceration made heres [| ſay the 
* London Divines in a like Caſe, Quere the 4.] by his Majeſty 
&« in or out of Parliament at any time (ifchere ſhall be cauſe 
«(9 to do) ſhall make us conſent to ſuch an alteration, we 
« think this (ſay they)ro be contrary to thz Oathes of Alle. 
* giance and Supremacy, and a binding of our ſelyes to refit 
© Authority, if any alteration ſhall be hereatkcer made upon 
« any reaſon whatſoever.” If it intend only to bind us till 
ſuch an alteration be made, why is it ſo peremptorily (aid, 
that we ſhall all the dayes of our lives &c, whichin ordinary 
conltrucion is tor perpetuity, and admits of no termination, 
unleſs it be exprefled. And albeit Caſuifts (ſay they) © rell 
* us thar ſuch an Oath (if not limited ſo in rermes) bindes 
© not, 4f the Government be alrered by Authority, pu they 
<* dare not acquir him of raſhneſs and hnne who doth not in 
* (wearing ſo limir his wordes, as that ſuch a limitation be 
* clearly expreſſed.” Thus thoſe Divines. 

Objett. © Bur in refuſing of the Oath now, for fear of fu- 
fe ture diſobedience, we diſobey for the preſent, To which 
* we ſay (ſaith Mr. Ley) That our not ſwearing is no preſent 
&© diſobedience, becauſe our Conſciences cannot conſent to 
&« ſweare, and they that require the Oath would not have us 
* to ſwear againlt our Conſciences ; for one condition ex- 
*« prefledin it 1s,” that we make it in the preſence of A/mrighe 
#y God the ſearcher of all hearrz, wich a true intention to pete 
form the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at that great Day &c. 
& Not do we conceive,that the premiſſes duly conlidered, they 
& would have ns to ſwear. 

« Secondly, our not ſwearing in this Caſe (ſath He) isras 
« ther an obedience to our Superiours, becauſe we have alrea- 
& dy ſworn to their Authority and power for ſuch alterations, 
«both for the preſent, and for their heires, and ſacceſſors; and 


« ſo or Promiſloty Oath in this Caſe (ifwe ſhould rake), 


<« world be with certain prejudice to another mans right, and 


« conſequently cold not be attended with Juſtice, and the . 


&«-prejudice would be more unjuſt becauſe done to the right of 
* publick and Soveraign Authority,” Thus Mir. Ley Doubc 
I9. page 87. * The 


31. Doubt. 


4 Wh-ther things beipg once ſerled according tothis Cove- 
© nant, apy alteration may be made hereafter by cicher of the 


* Kingdoms apart ? 


T he Reaſon. 


Becauſe the fictt Article ingageth into © the neereſt Con- 
© junAion and Uniformicy,ge. the fourth unto the diſcovery 
* of all ſuch as have beey, or ſhall be evil Ioftramencs by divi- 
« ding one of the Kingdomes from another, and the perſecuti- 
© on of them unto tryalll and condign puniſhment: The 
* firlt, that they may remain conjoyned in a firm peace and U- 
"*nion to all Poſterity ; andin the fixt to affs/t and defend all 
© thoſe that enter into this Leagne in the purſuing thereof, not 
«to be divided from this bleſſed Union and ConjunRion , 
« whether by def:Rion, or neutrality, bur all the dayes of our 
6 lives zealouſly and conſtancly ro con: inue therein againlt all 
« oppolition. By which it ſeems the two Kingdomes have 
mutually a joynt Conſent, and a Negative Voice at lealt, as touch» 
ivg al! future /teratio9s that ſhall be thought convenient to be 
made by either of them : And yer the Houſe of Commons do 
urterly diſclaim *; in their i anſwer of Novemb. 28, 1646. to 


the papers of the 
We ſhall now arpeal tothe Conſciences 
ad of all thoſe whe have taken or rea 


if 


ommilſſiioners of Scotland ) in theſe words : 


our Brathyen of Scotland, 
his Covenant or Treaty, 


if any ſuch Conflrifbion (viz, as the Commiſſioners of Scotland 
underſtood them in and pleaded for) can be made ont of them, 
or any of them ; or whether 14 womld ever have entred into the 
thoughts of the free-born people of this Kingdome to have made 
ſuch a Covenant or Treaty, which might any way bear ſuch an Ine 
terpretation ſo deſtry tie to the'y freedomes , as to introduce anc» 
ther Nation to b: one of the Eſt ates of this K 'ng dome, and to have 
4 Negative Voice mail things concerning their welfare. 


G 


Covimant; 


6 pag-13.% 


© « fongeth to an Oath, Thus He; ifthis premiſſory clauſe [thar 
*« weſhall all the dayes of our lives zealouſly and conſtantly 
« continue therein againſt all oppoſition &e.] be ſworn abſo- 
<«.luteiy, ſo as no revocation or alceration made herein [ (ay the 
&* London Divines in a like Caſe; Quere the 4.] by his Majeſty 
&« in or out of Parliament at any rime (if chere ſhall be cauſe 
«9 to do) ſhall make us conſent ro ſuch an alterarion, we 
« think this (ſay they) to be contrary to thz Oathes of Alle- 
* giance and Supremacy, and a binding of our ſelyes to refit 
© Authority, if any alteration ſhall be hereafcer made upon 
« any reaſon whatſoever.” If it intend only to bind us cill 
ſuch an alteration be made, why is it ſo peremptorily ſzid, 
that we ſhall all the dayes of our lives &c. whichin ordinary 
con(truRion is for perpetuity, and admits of no termination, 
unleſs ic be exprefled. And albeit Caſ#ifts (ſay they) © rell 
<* us thar ſuch an Oath (if not limited ſo in termes) bindes 
* not, if the Government be altered by Authority, yet they 
© dare not acquir him of raſhneſs and hinne who FAR not in 
* ſwearing (o limir his wordes, as that ſuch a limitation be 
* clearly expreſſed.” Thus thoſe Divinez. 

Objett. © Bur in refuſing of the Oath now, for fear of fu- 
*« ture diſobedience, we diſobey for the preſent, To which 
* we ſay (ſaith Mr. Ley) That our not ſwearing 1s no preſent 
&© diſobedience, becauſe our Conſciences cannot conſent to 
* ſweare, and they that require the Oath would not have us 
* to ſwear againlt our Conſciences ; tor one condition ex- 
*« prefledinit 1s,” that we make it in the preſence of A/mrghe 
. #7 God the ſearcher of all heartz, wich a true intention to pere 
form the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer at that great Day &c. 
& Nor do we conceive,thatthe premiſles duly conlidered, they 
& would havens to ſwear, 

« Secondly, our not ſwearing in this Caſe (ſaith He) isras 
« ther an obedience to our Superiours, becauſe we have alrea- 
& dy ſworn to their Authority and power for ſuch alterations, 
«both for the preſent, and for their heires, and ſnacceſlors; and 
« ſo orr Promiſlory Oath in this Caſe (ifwe ſhould rake it) 
<« world be with certain prejudice to another mans right, and 


_ 


cc EY could not be attended with Juſtice, and the . 


&-prejudice wonld be more unjuſt becauſe done to the right of 
* publick and Soveraign Authority,** Thus Mr. Ley Doubc 
I9. page 89. * The 


31. Doubt. 


4 Wh-ther things beipg once ſerled according tothis Cove- 
® nant, any alteration may be made hereafter by eicher of the 
* Kingdoms apart ? 


T he Reaſon. 


Becauſe the fict Article ingageth into © the neereſt Con- 
* ;union and Unitormicy,g&c. the fourth unto the diſcovery 
* of all ſuch as have been, or ſhall be evil Ioftramencs by divi- 
« ding one of the Kingdomes from another, and the perſecutt- 
© on of them unto tryalll and condign puniſhment: The 
* firlt, that they may remain conjoyned in a firm peace and U- 
"*nion to all Poſterity ; andin the fixt to affi/t and defend all 
© thoſe that enter into this League in the purſuing thereof, not 
«to be divided from this bleſſed Union and ConjunRion , 
« whether by def:Rion, or neutrality, bur all the dayes of our 
6 lives zealouſly and conſtancly to continue therein againlt all 
« oppolition. ** By which ic ſeems the two King domes have 
mutually a joynt Conſent, and a Negative Voice atleaſt, as touch» 
ivg 11 future «/terat/o9s that ſhall be thought convenient to be 
made by either of them : And yet the Houſe of Commons do 
urterly diſclaim it ( in their i anſwer of Novemb. 28, 1646. to 
the papers of the Commiſſioners of Scotland ) in theſe words : 
We ſhall now arpeal tothe Conſciences of our Brathyen of Scotland, 
and of all thoſe who have taken or read this (outnant or Treaty, 
if any ſuch Conflriition (viz, as the Commiſſioners of Scotland 
underſtood them in and pleaded for) can be made out of them, 
oy any of them ; or whether 1t womld ever have entred into the 
thoughts of the free- born people of th's Kingdome to have made 
ſuch a Covenant or Treaty, which might any way bear ſuch an It» 
terpretation a deſtry T;2e to they freedom: s y 4s to introduce anos 
ther Nation to b: one of the Eſt ates of this K 'ng dome, and to have 
« N:gative Voice im ail things concerning their welfare. 


b pag-13Y 


G Covenant; 


COVENANT 


« Oſt humbly beſeeching the Lord to- bleſſe our pro. 
| | M: ceedings with ſuch ſucceſs, as may be ſafety to hig 
& people , and incouragement to other Chriſtiah Churches , 
« eroaning under , or in darger of the Yoak of Antichritlian 
& Tyranny ; to joynin the ſame or like Aſſociation and Coye. 
© nant, tothe Glory of God, the inlargement of the Kingdom 
© of Jeſus Chriſt, the peace aud Tranquilicy of Chriſtian King» 
«©. domes and Common-wealths, 


32. Donbt. 


« Wherker we may make a Covenant to ſuch an end and: 
« parpoſe, as is here propounded and ſpecified? 


The Reaſon. 


Becauſe it may ſezm to ſtir up Subjetts againlt their lawſal 
Magiſtrates, which we cannot invite them unto, by Covenant 
(unleſs their particular Laws , and the Conſticution of their 
Goverumers do-allow.it; and in that caſe we preſume they 
ſhall need no [nvitation) though they be not only 5» danger 
of the yoak, of Amichriſtianjtyranny , bur aQually groan under 
:tz andrhough ic be deſigned and undertaken for all thoſe ſpe- 
cious ends and purpoſes there mentioned,v;z. © The glory of 
&« God, the inlargement of the Kivgdome of Jeſus Chriſt, 

'  * andhz pece and Tranquility of Chriftian Kingdomes 
* and Common: wealths. ,, The Reaſons of our Negativeiw 
this caſe, are theſe ; ; 

1. Becabſe it. is a great Queſtion amongſt rhe Divines of 
the Reformed Churches , whether ſuch a courſe be lawtull or 
no, , 

-2, Thoſe that: hold the Affirmative , when they have ſaid 
All they can to defend and julufie the praRtice of it, mult op 


—— + & wo 


The Solemn League #hd Court Fu 
clade tothe honour and advantage of a paſſive obedience, witch 
a Tw ti//imun, tor render and ſcrupled Conſdiences. 
4, 3- 'Tis the courſe, whichthe Trarks and Feſwirs follow; to 
advance and propagate their Religion , which may at leaſt 


ge eve cauſe enough co drayy that praRice into Suſ) pition with 
tis us. 

&, | 4 It hath no warrant in the Goſpel, bat | 
llan 3. 1s contrary, (1.) to the Db&rine thereof expreſt (x.) in 


Ve- the e:ghth Beattude, Mat. 5.10, 11,12. I. Pet. 3. 14,and 
om | Cap, 4-13, 13+ (2.) iv the Precept of taking »p the Croſſe, 
ng- Mat. 10. 38. Cap. 16, 24. Mar. $. 34- Luke 9. 23. 1, Pets 
2, 8 3. &c. | 3) contrary to the example of Chr:ft and his Di- 
 ſciples. Heb. 12. 2, 3. 2, Tim. 3. 13. 1; Pet. 2.20, ad fi- 
ne. k © Chriſt and hisDiſcples were of allthe DoRors thar 


« eyer Were in this world,the mott carefull co preſerve the Do- t2 Rapp; 


© Arine and practice of Allegiance , even when the Emper- 
nd' | **ours were the greateſt oppoſers of the Chtiſtian Reli- 

« o10N. 

- © 


Fo prac, 
Cat.addn, 


60. Edir, 


6. Though the ſcope we aim ar be the « advancement of 2-Prine. 


« Gods Glory, andthe inlargement of the Kingdome of Jeſas 
« Chriſt, ,, yet (if ir be unlawfull as we conceive) we 1: ſ# not 


t } be under the yoak of Antichriſtian txrammy, they ſhould nor 
no "be afraid of their terror, neither be croubled ; bur ſanRifie 
1eir « the Lord God in their hearts. For iris better, ifthe will of 


enly do evill that good may come. Rom, 3. 8, And though they | 


Londas, 


hey « God be ſo, thar ye ſuffer for well doing , than for evill do-j ,,,; they 
cer « ing; 1, Pet. 3-14,15-17. { Butler none of you ſuffer a8 &oulq ap. 
Ji « 4 murderer, Or as a Thief, or as an evill doer , Or as a buſic ply unce 


[pe- « body in other mens matters, Is Pet, q, 15, 


alts i in nothing terrified by your adverſaries ; which is t#/bem 
ney deny en flew, bro oy of Salwation ; and that of God, For 


hs wo Ge 


5 of Sa X of 


themſelys 
that of the 
Apoſtle 


COVENANT 


- M2: humbly beſeeching the Lord to- bleſſe our pro. 
| « ceedings with ſuch ſuccefs, as may be ſafety to hig 
& people , and incouragement to other Chriltiah Churches , 
« oroaning under , or in darger of the Yoak of Antichriltian 
& Tyranny ; to joynin the ſame or like Aſſociation and Cove. 
< nant, tothe Glory of God, the inlargement of the Kingdom 
© of Jeſus Chriſt, the peace aud Tranquilicy of Chriſtian King- 
« domes and Common.-wealths. 


32. Doubt. 


« Wherkier we may make a Covenant to ſuch an end and: 
« purpoſe, as is here propounded and ſpecified? 


The Reaſon. 


Becauſe it may ſeem to ſtir up S»bjetts againlt their lawful 
Magiſtrates, which we cannot invite them unto, by Covenant 
(unleſs their particular Laws , and the Conſticution of their 
Goverumers do-allow.it; and in that caſe we preſume they 
ſhall need no [»vitation ) though they be not only i» danger 
of the oak, of Amichriſt ian j1yr anny , bur aRtually groan wnder 
itz andrhough it be deſigned and undertaken for all thoſe ſpe- 
cious ends and purpoſes there mentioned,v;z. © The glory of 
&« God, the infargement of the Kingdome of Jeſus Chiiſt, 

* andh2 peice and Tranquility ot Chriſtian Kingdomes 
* 2nd Common wealths. ,, The Reaſons of our Negativein 
this caſe, are theſe ; 

1. Becabſe it. is a great Queſtion amongſt the Divines of 
the Reformed Chnrches , whether ſuch a courſe be lawtull or 
no, . 

-2, Thoſe that holdthe Affirmative , wher they have ſaid 
All they can to defend and juſufic the praRtice of it, mult os 


A 6 2 ya, ..c + 2. 


The Solemn League nd C 
clade to the honour and advantage of a paſſive obedient! I 
2 Ts tiſſimun, for render and ſcrupled HE "—_ 
4, 3+ 'Tis the courſe, whichthe Tarks and Feſwirs follow; to 
advance and propagate their Religion , which may at leaſt 
give cauſe enough co drayv that praice into Suſpition with 
US, 

4+ Ic hathno warrant in the Goſpell, bat 

5. Is contrary, (1.) to the Do&trine thereof expreſt (x.) in 
the e:ghth Beaitude, Mat.y,10, 11,12. I, Pet. 3. 14, and 


" Cap, 4+12, 13. (3.) in the Precept of taking mp the Croſſe, 


Aat. 10, 38. Cap. 16. 24. ear. $. 34. Luke 9. 23. 1, Pet, 

2, 23. &c.| 2} contraty to the example of Chr:ft and his Di- 

ſciples. Heb. 12, 2, 3, 2, Tim. 3. 13. 1; Pet. 2. 20, ad fi+ 

ne, k © Chriſt and hisDiſciples were of allche DoRors thar 

« eyer Were In this world,the mott carefull co preſerve the Do- kD .N.app; 
© ine and praRice of Allegiance , even nh the Emper. *2Pr8Q, 


« ours Were the greateſt oppoſers of the Chriſtian Reli- —_— 


« ©; I? 4 

| 210N. : 60. Edit, 
6. Thovgh the ſcope we aim at be the « advancement of 2-Prine. 

« Gods Glory, andthe inlargement of the Kingdome of Jeſas 74a, 

« Chriſt, ,, yer (if ir be unlawfull as we conceive) we 91/# not 

only do evill that good may come. Rom, 3. $, And though they 

be #nder the yoak, of Antichriſtian tyranny, they ſhould nor 

be afraid of their terror, neither be croubled ; bur ſanRifie 

& the Lord God in their hearts. For ic is better, ifthe will of 

« God be ſo, that ye ſuffer for well doing , than for evill do- Andthey 

« ing; 2, Pet. 3-14,15.17. 4 Butler none of you ſuffer as &0u19 ap. 

« a murderer Or as a Thief, or as an evill doer , or as a buſie ply unce 

« body in other mens matters, Is Per, h, 15, themſelys 


Pbil,1.28,29, And in nothing terrified by your adverſaries $"_ is o/bem 


s$ ww w *- w 


Sa : of 


® Pag.96. 
£0 x03, 


Ibid, 


Arraigned and Condemned. 


Of the interpretation of this 
(ovenant. 


33. Doubt. 


6s Ho» the Doubrs of the Covenant may be reſoly:d and 


« cleered ? 
T he Reaſon 


B:cauſe (we are of Mr. w Ley's opinion) © Oaths muſt be 
* taken, according to the mind and int-ntion of that Autho- 
< rity, which doth exaRtthemy ,, And no private perſon can 
warrant us what is the mind and mention of that Authority ; 
neither may we expound the Oath for our ſelves, and take ir 
in ' hat ſence, which we think is moſt Faveurable , either with 
ref:rence to our ſelves, of to thoſe who impoſe it yz for in 
thar Caſe they cannot ſecurely rely upon o:r Ing'ge« 
ments, 

Dr. Barge: indeed made an interpretation of his own Sub» 
ſcription-; » but there had been no v:lidity in ic (as we con- 
ceive) unleſsit had been allowed bv the Superiour powers , 
and ſo it was * For (as he ſaith) © Ic was accepted by King 
« James, andthe Archbiſhop of Cante bury »ffirred it to 
*« be the true ſence and meaning of the Chx-ch of Ex- 

land . 
6 And* ifwe ſhould take the Oath, [| Covenant } anda 
« Notary publick record it, uvleſs or expoiition of it w-re 
* publickly and lawfully (for favourably is nor ſufficient) both 
« allowed and recorded alſo, we may haply be charged with 
*the crime of perjury z and unable fairly and effectuallyto 
5* free out ſelves f:om that charge,unleſs by Authoriry we we IC 
* permitted ro conclude o'r Oath with ef antient clauſe © 
« L'mitition, viz. ,, ſo faras agreeth with the ſacred Scrip- 
ture, with the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Laws of this King” 


nd 


—_ _—_— K—— — 


The Solems League x 

lome , as farre as = Liberties will afford, Thus Mr, Ley, 
Y 49, 96, 97, 95,99, 100,101, 

We Sill choca this inthe Language of Mr, Ley: chang- 

2g but one word, v2» the word Oh, forthe word Cove- 
jant, © ** This much for our Doubts ; which if avy think roo 
© much (ſaith he) it may be he thinks too little of the peace 
« of Conſcien-e, th: price of our Miniſtry in danger to be loſt, 
« and thz pretfure aud miſery, whi: h by many may befelr by 
« gccafion ot that Covenan : which though we dare not rake, 
© yer we dare 1Wear, and can do it heartily, willingly, and 
« rruly, that (as We con. c1ve of the C ovenant ) We Can With 
« {ound Faich, and ſafe Conſcience yeild unto it, 

« 4nd if 0 of thoſe Doubrs, before propoſed, ſhould be 
« found to be frivolou: (which we do not conceive of any one 
« of them) and but one of th :in concain a jult ground of am- 
« bjguiry, that one 1: enongh, while we are in ſuſpenſe concern- 
* ing the meanivg, of the Covenant, to ſuſpena our aflent from 
* the taking thereof: For the Compariſon (brought in by the 
« prud-nt Co npoſer of the Hiftory of Trent) we rake to be 
« true , and of much i-7portance to this | which 5 
As one particular maketh falſe the contradictory Univerſall ; 
ſo one ambig':ous particular , makes the univer{all ro be am- 
biguous®, : TEL 
« ]f any man, but of a p. ivate condition like unto our ſelyer, 

« haye a 14nd to make aniwer to our Do!bts and Reaſons, we 
« wiſh him to conlider at what he aimeth in that undertaking: 
* Ifto ingratiate himſelfinto the favour of thoſe who approve 
« of the Covenant ; We dclire not to calt in any prejudice to 
« his exp2Ration z if to ſatisfie us, we fear his endeavours 
« are like to be fruitlefle, ſince he cannor advance his diſcourſe 
« above probability , and for that we may retu!n pon him 
«like Topicall Arguments : \ and ſo the conliflence of the 
« Cauſe (at the beſt) will be bur a problem”, whi.h will ad- 
«© miniſter bur weak incouragenment for a ſincere, willing, and 
« hearty taking of a Covenan, Thus Mr, Ley, 


Sp; Our 


0 P.no8, 
Io9, Iiov 


Urraigned and Condenined, 


—_— 


Onur Hopes and the Reaſons 
.” bbereof. 


Firſ, Our Hopes. 


O14 Doubts and Reaſons hitherto handled, we hope will afſare 

4 © the Honourable Houſes,and the Aflembly(by whoſe con. 

CUrent encouragement , this Covenant is commended to us) 

: that our nor taking ir, ought not to be aſcribed ro contumas- 

= Cy, butto Conſcience; (as Mr, Ley p in like caſe ) and then 

p-111.2nd © we hope again (the caſe ſtanding as ic doth) that they will 

to.l24 neither preſs upon us to take it, nor (to go onin Mr, 
LL _ ' 

- Leys werd: ) oppreſie us with any penalty , ifwetake ic 


Onur Reaſons. 


« For this we conceive, we have both ſolid Reaſons , and 
* ſacred Examples;and thoſe ſuch, as (beirg __ up from Mr. 
« Ley)we preſume their wiſdome and goodnefſe will nor diſ- 


© efteem, 
) © 1. Prefy. 
| Our Reaſons are ,) 2. Charity. 


grounded on 3. Equity. 
4 Policy. 


"I 1. On Piet he 


p 28 they | k of « 
Por the firft ; as they bave undertaken the greit wr 
Genetall Refermation, they have ipgaged themſelyes (as _ 


a$ in them lyerh) to ſecure;ot hers from the perill of fin, t whe- 


ther Preacher or People : and firſt for Preachers , to take care Þ « 113% 


that they do not take any Dangerous Oaths, 

For which Cauſe Mr. Ley will furniſh them with the Ex- 
ample of Str. Baſil , who was very zealous in be half of Bi- 
ſhops, that th:y might not be put to ſwear, in reſpett of the peril 
of an Oath, And the Councel of Challons (he tells us) was as 
reſpe&ive of Presbyrers. And the Tribarienſian Councel , ha- 
ving a reſpect both to their credits and Conſciences , made a 
Cautelous Conſticution , ** That a Presbyrer ſhould not be 
« compelled to ſwear ; bur inſtead of an Oath, he ſhould be 
«queſtioned ppon his holy conſecration ® ( ;,e, as it is probable 
ſaith Mr, Ley) in verbs Sacerditis , becauſe , as the reaſon is 
there rendred, our Lord forbade his Diſciples to ſwear. 

For the practice of Geneva ip taking an Oath , which was an 
Objection ' Mr, Ley made againſt himſelf then, and may be 
obj:cred again{t us now : We ſay (bur what we ſaid at the be- 
ginning) we are not ſo weary of our old, as to rake a Covenant 
cog ve (trength to avy nzw invented Government, 

<« The other particular more eſpecially (to uſe Mr, Ley fftilD 
reſpecteth th2 piety of the people , whoſe confſciences are likes. 
« 25 he ſaith, to-be carefully guided by ſuch Divines, as are cha«- 
« ry of their own. Of whole Miniſtry ( ifthey ſhould be de. 
* prived) it is not like, that generally there would be found a - 
* ſupply to countervail the lofſe of their Rebgious labours, and 
& exemplary practice, the two chief Helps to holineſſe of life :- 
© and we conceive it a point of piety , and a caſe of conſcience 
* worthy of the grave and godly conlideration of the two How- 
$i (e5 ard Aſſembly to reſolve, whether, becauſe in this caſe we 
. # dare not Covenant, God will reject onr ſervice in his Sanctua- 
«ry, if not, why ſhould chey? While Gods pleaſed ( ro go on 
1# Mr. Ley*s words) *as we hone he is, to accept our endeayours 


**ro glorife his Name, andedife his Flock : We traſt ic will 
*not be held any part of godlinefle with the Paſtoralt Raffe (xo, 
nor yet with the Pre:thyterian Scepter) © to drive any faithfull 
$ Paſtour from the Fold of Chriſt. 


2; On 
- 
© - _ 


P.1 I'6- 


ſ Mat.7. 
I25 


2. On Charity. 


Secondly, (followingr Mr. Ley's eps (till,and his words too) 
we ground our Hopes wpon the two Houſes and the Aſſemblies 
Charty, whereof th: Fundamenrall rule in the affirmative part 
is, [ To do unto all men, as we wownld they ſhould do wnto us : And 
ip the Negative, »0t to eff er that to others, which in the Ikg caſe 
our ſelves would not ſuffer. And we donbt not but they would 
be loaththat their fear of offence againſt God, and their Conſe;- 
er.ces, ſhould be ſo ſever-ly puniſhed, as in many it hath been, 
who aye afra'd to taks this Covenint 5 And if they look upon us 
without refle&ing upon themſelvs,We truff (as Mr, Ley lil hath 
& it)that for this,aftzr our long ſtudious endeavours in the Uni- 
« verſity, wherein ſome of us have ( pent our pattimonies(which 
© might have maintained us in another courſe , withour Eccle- 
« Gaſticall means) after our conltant and painfull irployment 
*in our Paſtorall charges , even to the tyring ont of our 
« (trengrh, after onr families are increaſed beyond orr abilities 
'*ro ſupport them , without the meanes we receive from the 
« Church; and for many of us we may ſay bur poorly with it, ® 
thongh we defire not to be releived with the (po | ot others, af+ 
ter all this we truſt they will not, by prefiing this Covenone upon 
us; **p1t us upon the poor refuge ot the Canon of the Council 
&« of Carthage (made tor inferiour and lingle Clerks) ro labour 
*in Husbandry, or Manufactures for our mainrenance ; Swear 
© w2 dare not, dig we cannot : We were no Fiſher-men, nor 
« Tent-makers, or other Artificers. before we entred upon the 
© Holy Calling, andto beg we are aſhamed: And we may be 
« alſo afraid, ſince by the Law, begging Schola:s, are no berrer 
** than Roguer,and ſo to be ſeverely puniſhed, rather than Cha- 
* cicably releived; what ther ſhall we do ? 
Mr, Ley goes on and tells us, two or three pages together, 
what ſtrong obligations lye upon Biſhops to be mercifll ; We 
hope mercy is not thrown with them out of the two Houſer, 
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3. On Equity, 


Thirdly / to proceed with Mr. Ley) we have ſome hope in 
their equitable juſtice , that we ſhall nor be ſo ſeverely dealc 
withy as hatch been threatned ro us, and executedupon others: 
For, if we do offend in forbearing of the Covenant, diſtinilion 
wuſt be made 7 
thetwixt thoſe that of tet purpoſe offend, andthoſe rhat offend 
by a kind of neceſlty:**As where our Conſciences ptr in excep-+ 
« tions asbars,at lealt as demurs to obedience;and if we deſcrye 
«* any cenſure in ſuch a caſe,ir is nor deprivation(ſaith he)which 
* our Ecclefiafticall Laws call ** cruel and an horrible weapon, 
which deltroyeth or nndoerh the whole man; for that is reſer« 
ved for heynous crimes of greateſt and fouleſt guilt z Which in 
particular ( ſaith he ) are noted by Duarenus, the Civilian to 
be the[Simonaical ambirion,iscontinency keeping of a Concu- 
bine ſo pertinaciouſly, that the offender being duely admo« 
ſhed, will nor forſake her Perjury, Murder, Treaſongor ſome 
other grievous offence (4s Herefie ) which is followed by in- 
famy ; whereby infamy he meanerh (as himſelf e oy 
that which ariſeth from the mis-conceir of men, but that which 
proceedeth from the ſentence of the Law : None of all which 
ca (to uſe Mr, Ley's words) © with any colour of truth, be im- 
<* puted to our Doubting or finall deniall of the Covenant , 


| « while the diate of our Conſciences induceth us to do 


ſo, 


4. On Policy, 


Fourthly, in Religions Polizy, the rwo Houſer and Aſſembly 


| may (with as mach advantage to themſelves as to ws )forbear the 


| Botadded tothe number of _— T—_— haye yer loft = 


of this Covenant ; For what ever ſuch ſay , as hope to 
bliſh cheir own ambicion, the Pre:byterians , if they bait 


_ 


the degree of a generall Conrcil (ſaith Mt.Ley) t pxve; 


, Y 


Bp, $23, friends z and withall (co uſe Mr, « Ley's words ) have thereby 


- 


F lbid, 


. wor diſcretion we may d; 


4 Ati » ma | 14 me 1 


raiſed a ſuſpition, that themſelves do dowbt their Government 
and dignity is not ſet wpon a ſure foundation. It ir cauſe of jra- 
lonſre to many (they are Mr, Ley's words) ,, when ſuch as are 
& reputed politick, are too Cautelous intheir own Cauſe ; and 
© for that was Nevatianes the Father of the Puricans | faich be] 
© the worſe thought of, becauſe he cauſed his Adherents to pur 
© their hands berwixt his, and co ſwear by the Body and bloud 
&* of the Lord, they would not forſake him , and turn to Cor 
&« xelus: And this he did before he would give them the Sa- 
crament ;* But beſides, thar ſach a forced Confederacy.is but 
frail [ſaith he] w By .cb:s [makipg a Fation againlt (orneF as. | 
his Epiſcopacy was the more ſuſpetted, tobe both wrlawfull exd 


! Sehiſmaticall. Ir hath fallen out ſo in many mens conceits 


of the 4. (x & Authority of the Pre: byrerian Governmenc,both 
fince and by occaſion of this Covenant, And the A/rwbly 
[ if they ſubſcribe ro ſr, Ley's Rule ] , cannot more 
<< readily redeem their reputation, than by-a ſpeedy piocurivg 
© of a repeal or revocation thereof **-by that Authority that did 
UNPoIe If. 

MN rkarcis' f they appear andprevail, they need not fear a- 
* ny diſparagemenc to their pradence , by withdrawing that 
*% they have decreed, fince[ as Ar. Ley x will tell them]the wi- 
« ſeſt Seares-men, and greateſt Governours have uſed many 
« times, to-comply fo far with. popular diſpoſtions, as to var 
<« cheir own AQs with relationtotheir liking, as the Pilor d 
E his Sailes, to comply with.che winds, Thus Mr. Ley, 


| We need not lead the two Houſes out of theit own doors; 
to ſhew chem an example ro induce themro this; and we 


hope the Aſſembly will improve icheir intereſt with (them 


cochar ſe, tharwe may beableroday in. Commendati-. 
on of them, what his Ma u7 ſaid; -whoſe-word neither in anty, 
ri 


(ſaith Mr. Ley ] ro the honour 
of the Prelares, with ſreference-co his Scorciſh Subjeas, 
Was, That the. Prelates were their greateſt gtriemds, I 
*« Councels were alwayes Councels of peace, and their Solici- 
chemenc Semmel, for pendag ha een 


* cations Y 
% {anours, which we were pleaſed co beftorenpon one people, 


\ To 


a 


| | 
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p 
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To ſun up all, That we 
_ or imporcunit y , We 
1, 


may give the Reader no further 
del but theſe three things of 


The firſt is, 
To Reconcile [if it be poſſible] theſe parts of the Covenant 


£o one another, 

z. The Reformation of the Church-Government and worx 
ſhip in the Kingdomes of England and {relaxd, tothe extir- 
pation and abolition of them. 

2. The Preſervation and defence of the Kings Authority , to 
the :mpeſition of a Covenant againſt His Lows and eſpeciall 
Proclamation. 

3« The Preſervation and defence of his 2 ajeſtios honoxy aud 
Greatneſs, tO the amputation of that Church-Government , and 
thoſe Chareh Rights, which he 1s ſworn to preſerve unto the 
Church inviolable, { 
p 4. The Preſervation and defence of the Liberties of this Kings 

om 


x. Tothe impoſition of a Covenant againkt the Petition of 
Right. -. | 
o To the »iolation of the Rights and Liberties ofthe Church 


; of England, which are eſtabliſhed by the firſt words of Magna 


Charta, 1 
3. Tothe Introdu&ion of a new form of Church-Governs 
went, whichis forraign to, and inco»ſiſfent with many Of thoſe 
L'terties, eye, = "Es 

4- To that nearefF Conjanition and unifermity in Religion, KCs 
to the Church of hers pr thar to remain [which excludes 
all Gberty of alceration for the future in the Kingdome and 
Church of England] to all poſterity. Coven, Artie. 8. $4 


The ſeed is, 
To romember; 

1; That on< main Reaſon alledged in the Preface co the 
DireRory , #hy the Common Prayer Book, was taken away, is , 
becauſe ,, by means nes [41 they [47] the conſciences of 

5 Many 


* : — Ar 


) P+B7. 


4 


& many both Miniſters and people were diſquieted, vers a 

* and faithfull Minifters debarred from he exerciſe of eg 
Miniſtry [to the indangering of many thouſand ſoules,&e.] and 
«< ſpoiled of their lively-hood,to the undoivg of them and their 
þ families, ,, Hath nor the Coven» occalioned as muchdwhere 
.$ the Care that was promiſed, and ſhould now be had of tender 
"Conſcience ? 


2,Theſe poſitions (the grounds of many of owr Doubts) 


x. That, a promiſory Oath with prejudice to another mans 
& Right, cannot be atrended with ultice, and th2 prej'dice is 
* the more unjuſt, when done tothe Right of the publi.k ang 
« Soveraign Authority | that 15, as is intimared a hit: le before] 
« to the Amtority of the Kirg, his Heires and Succe ſors, Mr, 
Ley. 
4 "0M there 1s ſeomerhai inthecall ”g of Biſhops Div ne and 
Apoſtolicall, acknowledged by Dr. !1'1l.r, 1b:d.p. 67. nd 
Mr. Eey himſelf,ar the beginning of this P.ur/t1nont , allowed 
their Government ; In a meet and moderate [mpirity.16-p, 20, 
which appears further in 

3. That He and his Brethren ingaged inthe ſaid Doubre. oc, 
think it more reaſenable to require Geneva to receive ſome Dc- 
Erines from m1, thenme diſciple from thrm,16.p,113, 

4. Thar ,the Oath of Canonicall obedience,hath bzen time 
% our of mind continued , and by laudable cuſtome in this 
« Church duly admimiſtred to Miniiters, ® cc. Lond, Diviness 
guer, 1, If the cultome of adminiitring thar Oath, was Lauda. 
ble, whar ſhall we think of their prattice that break that cu- 
one, and that Oath too, having taken it ? 


The third ard laſt is 


To ſtrengthen {by his Prayers) our Hopes which ate, 


. Peety, 
Ra'ſed upon) Charity 
four pillars, ) Equity. 
Policy, 


- TELLS STLELLLONY 


An additionall Poſtſcript touching- ſuch 
as yet remain unſatisfied and Sedi. 
HOWS. 


tile humour and inconflancy of theſe men: one 

while they profeſs (as was obſerved above ) that - 
I7ty can allow a meet and moderate imparity of Biſhops, wrong " 
and conſequently, they ſay they ds not ſcruple the Oath of The, ace 
Canonicall obedience time out of mind continued, and : _—— 
by laudable cnſtome duly adminiſtred to Miniſters taki vernment 
Inſticution, or receiving Collation fo any Benefice with Þ mY 
Cure of Soules, That they take all things neceſſary to of this 
Salvation, to be contained in the Articles of Religion, Kingpom, 
as grounded on Holy Scripture; and in the preſence of p ; v. 
Almighty God, have promiſed, vowed and proteſted to 
maintain and defend the true Retormed Proteſtant Re- - 
ligion, expreſſedin the DoQrine of the Church of Egg-"* * 
land,&c But awhile after, that Order of Biſhops, muſt 
be rooted ont and that Oath retratted, and that DoQtrine Reſons 
reformed: And this muſt be urged upon us by 4 Solemn thc neceſ 
League and Covenant, contrary to former Oathes and *i"8 of :<- 


forming 


ſubſcriptions, and the expreſs Interdiction of owr Sover- gc. 
aign, | | i Let 

' 1 defire\th:ſe men t0 remember" their own poſitton , v. 17. 
That an Oath entredints, not warranted by the Laws of 
God and the Land, call ſor repentance, nat pertina- 


cy, 
! H3 4 


— 


T HE Reader is deſired to take notice of the ver (a- 


P. 17. 


Upon which principle I aſſume, This Covenant 7s 
warranted by the Laws of God, and the Land, or it is not'; 
If it be warranted by thoſe Laws, then we may lawfully 


play the old game over ag4in;[eize the Kings Magazines, 


exerciſe his Militia againſt his will, Levy an Arm 
IN all men to bris "4 their Plate te. to phat 
it, ſequeſter ſuch as zoys. | to lend their contribution; fight, 
beſiege and impriſon his Majeſties Royall perſon, &c. un- 
leſs he yield wnto our demauds, then are we not favoured 
by the AR of Indempnity and Oblivica , but defamed 
and injured by it as implying our guilt and liableneſs to 
puniſhment. | 

But if this Covenant be wnwarrantable by the ſaid 
Laws , then let theſe men bring forth fruits mect for Re- 
pentance z for by their fruits we ſhall know them, and we 
may under ſtand their ſence, by the complaint of the Lord 
Chancellor, i» his late ſpcech of Septemb. 13, where he 
ſaith, That his Majeſty receives frequent informations 


of Seditions Sermons in the City, and tn the Country, 


in which all induſtry is uſed to alienate the affeftions of 
pac 17 and to infuſe jealowſies into them of the King 
and his Government , They talk of introducing Popery,of 
evill Counſcllors, and ſuch other old Calumnies as are 
pardoned by this At of Indempnity. I ſhall adde no more 
but this, 

Unbappy is that State, that is concerned tomake con- 
ceſſions to ſuch 4 party,as nothing can ſatisfie, more un- 
happy that peoply, that relzes upon ſuch perſons as have 
ns ſolid ground to bottem on, Moft unhappy thoſe 
perſons, who inſtead of being touched with trac reworſe, 
expe to be gratified for their miſdemeaners, 


FIX IS. 


—_ . > 


Orks Heraldry. Fol, | 
A Bible of a very fair large Roman 
Lerterz 40. 
Orlando Fu 19's, Fol. 
Wichingns Ottice cf Sheriffs. go, 
Parſons Law 8. 
Mirrour of Juſtice. $6. 
Topicks inthe Laws of England. Jos 
Delimans uſe of the Horizonmal quadrant 
nilbeyes ſecond ſer of Muſick 3 4 {5» 3nd 
6 pArts. 40» 
Corderius in Engliſh, 80. 
Dr, Fulks Mcteors with obſeryations, 8. 
Malthus Artificial Fire-works. 
Nyes Gunnery and Fire works, 
Cato Major, with Annotations, 
Mel Helwcontum, by Alex Ros $0. 
N: ce te ipſum, by 5r Fobn Davis. go, 
Animadycifions- on Lilies Grammer. 80, 
The Hiſtory of Vienna and Paris. 40. 
The Hiſtory of LaXuri/to de Tormes, $0, 
Hero and Leander,by George Chapman, & 
Chiftoph.r Marlew.40, 
The pofing of the Accidence 49. 
Gullians Heraldry, Fol, 
Herberts Travels, Fol, | 
Man become guilty, by Fobn Francis Se 
nalt, and Enylithed by Henry Earle of 
Monmomth. 40. 
Anla Lucis, or the Houſe of Light. $0. 
Chiiſts paſhon, a Tragedy , by the m»oſi 
learned Hugh Grotins. $0. 
Callis learned readings on the State. 211H. 
2.Chap. 5. of Sewers. 40. 


The Rights of the people concerning im- | 
[aq pr in a learned argument | 
y a late eminent Judge of this Nation. | \ 


An exaRt Abridgement of'i he Records in 
the Tower of London , from the Raign 
of K. Edward the 2, to K, Richard the 33 
of all the Parliaments holden in cach 
Kings Raigns and the ſeveral a&s in e- 
very Parliamentzby Sir Reb,Cotton,Kr.& 
Baroner. Fol. 

Mathematical Recreations, wich the Hol - 


Fleet-ſtreet betweenyhe tmo-Temp 


le GWes. W203 Yo! 3 
curaze deicripcion of Flowers & fruits 
now growing in England, by Sir Hugb 
Plat, Kr. 80. 

Solitary Vevorions with man in glory, by 
th: Arch>iſhop of Cawe bury, 12, 
Exerctatio Subel Alita Yo. 

B"ok «f Martyrs Fol, 

Adams on Peter, fol. 

VV/illet on Genefis and Exodus. fol, 

The ſeveral of iniens of ſundry antiqua- 
1-5,v-I Mr. Juſlice Dodrige, Mr. Ager, 
Francis Tate, william Chamden,and Foſepb 
Hol:and, ecuching rhe am iquity,zpower,& 
proceeding <fth: High Court of Parlia- 
ment in Eagland. $0. 

Th: Idior in four Books, firſt and ſecond 
of wiſdom; third of the mind ; fourth, of 
the experience of the ballance. 13» 

The life and Raign of Hen.8.by the Lord 
Herbert, F ©'. 

France painted to the lifezind 4 Bookes g 
the 3 Edition, : 

Shen, de ſignificatione verborum. 40. _ 
The Fort Royal of the holy Seriprure, by 
F. H. the third Edition-$0. ; 
An Apology for the Diſcipline of rhe an- 
cient Church, jarended eſpecially for thar 
of our Mother the Church of England, in 
anſwer ro the admonitory Leucr lately. 
publiſhed by 7illiam Nical{on, Arch-Dean 
con af Brecon. ,o, 

Le Prince & amour,or the Prince of iove,® 
with a colle&ion of ſcyeral ingenious Po 
ems and Songs by the wit of the age, 3@ 


PLAYES, 


Pbilifley, 

The H»/:ndev. 

| The Merchant of Venice. 
The trarge diſcovery» 
Maids Tragedy. 

King anc no King. 2 
Othe tv the Moor of Vemcr; 
The gratefull Servant, 


egical Dyal,by William Onght:ed, $o, 


The Carden of Eden, both pantszar an ac- 


The wW. dding, ns 


